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1/2011 EDITION Editorial
— —

| Hope 2011 finds you all well, or as well as you can be. It dawned on me
just before Christmas that | neglected to wish you all a merry Christmas and
a happy new year in the final issue 2010. | can only hope your Christmas

Inside this issue:

Editorial ! was wonderful and full of joy, and | take this opportunity to wish you all a
Media release 2 happy and profitable new year.
Gary Blinco Books 3 The 4/2010 edition was late due to the welcome home march in Brisbane, when
| finally got it out by email and started to print, | had issues with the printer.
Harry Smith SG, MC 4 Some may have received copies with inferior colours, it was at this point the
Couri . . printer heads went on strike. It took a week and a half to sort the problem with
ourier Mail news clipping 5

HP who supplied two new printer heads. To all of those who got the defective
Alan Tarzan Abrahams 6 copies, and those who had to wait the extra time, all of us at the Nervous
Centre, apologise.

lan T Brown 7

The eastern states of Australia have seen some unusual weather events

Benjamin Roberts-Smith VC, MG 8 resulting in floods, causing damage to infrastructure, property and loss of life. |

Maryborough get together 9 doubt we will forget in a hurry the graphic pictures of raging waters in the
Lockyer Valley. To all those who have been effected by the flooding we wish
Book research & Alan Kruger 10 you a speedy recovery.

After the reunion last year and just after I'd taken over as Editor lan Lade came
up to see me. He reckoned we should apply for a grant for the A News. | was of

— — the same opinion as a few others that we were not eligible. | could see that lan
was not leaving the building until we tried. | made the phone call and talked to a
helpful lady up in Townsville who said “Yes | think we could do that”. After filling

“A Veteran is someone out all the paperwork and creating waffle for the boffins to read and be amazed
who, at one point in his at our expertise. | then put it into the system. It has now been approved and we

are better off by $4101. The timing was excellent, my computer threw a

life, wrote a blank conniption which turned out to be fatal. | have ordered a new computer with the

cheque made payable to following specifications; Faster than a speeding bullet. More powerful than a
Australia / NZ for an locomotive and able to fix my stuff ups before | make them. | should have it on
amount of ‘UP TO AND Friday 28th January. | am now using Wendy’s (the real Editor) old laptop, slow

as a wet week and unable to drive the printer. Having said that, I'm as happy as

INCLUDING MY LIFE’". a mosquito in a nudist colony. So Ladey, you've done well again.

That is Honour and there For those who still remember the nasty little midges at the reunion in Airlie
are way too many people Beach, Graeme Chisholm for instance. There may be a weapon to fight them. |
was listening to the ABC during the early floods and a bloke came on and

in this world who r.10” suggested motion sickness pills to control the bites or whatever it is they do to
longer understand it. us. Give it a go.

| thought | would share a few quotations with you this issue. My research came
up with a chap by the name of Oscar Fingal O’Flahertie. His mother was a poet
by the name of Jane. His dad a prominent Irish surgeon Sir William Wilde the
son decided he would be known as Oscar Wilde. Both his parents were prolific
authors so it was no surprise that he inherited such a literary talent.

° My own business bores me to death; | prefer other peoples.

‘A News is the newsletter of the A Company 6 RAR Association. The Association is
dedicated to fostering comradeship forged in service to our country.
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4,101 Reasons why we should chase grants

MEDIA RELEASE

SENATOR THE HON JAN
MCLUCAS

SENATOR FOR QUEENSLAND
HELPING OUR VETERANS STAY CONNECTED

Riordanvale resident and member of the A Company 6 RAR
Association, Mr Chris Weigand, has secured over $4000 from
the Australian Government to help keep veterans connected
with fellow ex-servicemen and women.

Senator McLucas said the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs,
Warren Snowdon, had approved the funding to the A Company
6 RAR Association through the Australian Government’'s
Veteran and Community Grants

“This grant will enable the Association to upgrade their
computer equipment and software to produce their regular
newsletter that is distributed across their membership.” Senator
McLucas said.

“Congratulations to Chris and the Association for their ongoing
dedication to maintaining the welfare of local veterans.”

“Our veterans have made an invaluable contribution to our
country. | am pleased that the A Company 6 RAR Association
has been awarded this funding, enabling ex-servicemen and
women across the country to stay in touch,” Senator McLucas
said.

“I'm sure some very strong bonds were formed during their time
serving in the A Company and it is great to see to see these
friendships continue many years later.”

Mr Weigand, editor of the Association’s newsletter and who
served in the A Company in the late 1960’s, has welcomed the
$4101grant.

“The A news newsletter began
Home March in Sydney was stag
back together,” he said

‘1t started as a very modest
grown to reach well over 500
and widows and is distributed
Company members throughout Au
“1't includes not only updates
contributions from serving me
“A News Newsletter also provi
who organise a reunion every
throughout Australia. The | as
attracted 140 members and f a
serve to keep veterans in con

mi fhanoneself. tha.e ¢ o

wi || be invaluabl e i
provide an i mportant communicat.i
6 RAR veterans. On behalf of the
Department of Veterans Affairs."”

“This grant

Senator McLucas saidtheVet er an and Communi t
P r o g pravided an important source of funding for projects

that support a healthy and quality lifestyle for members of the

veteran community and which seek to reduce social isolation,

support carers and improve access to community care

services.

Vet eran and Co ramavailadieyo eGsemicet s
and community organisations, veteran representative groups
and private organisations that contribute to the health and
welfare of the veteran community.

ENDS

GARY (Blinc) BLINCO

Gary was
conscripted in
October 1967 and
was part of the 10th
intake.

P

He came from the
bush and had about
two years

| schooling, | think he
| was a willing
Nasho. He was
sent to 3RTB
Singleton where he completed basic and corps training.
Posted to Alpha Coy. 6RAR early in 1968.

His potential as a leader was recognised early and became a
section commander late 68 and toured Vietnam as such. After
Vietnam, back to 3RTB as an instructor, Gary then got a
posting back to Vietnam with 1 ARU and was promoted to
sergeant in 71. He also spent some time in OP. Centre Van
Kiep. Then back to Singleton and then back to 6RAR. From
there he went to Toowoomba with Army Recruiting, and
signed up thousands of unsuspecting civilians. He was
promoted to WO11 late 76. Back to now Infantry Centre

i Ringletgrgwhere g oqk hig disgharggdn| 1984 m e
Fn ci\%ligndlife Rerer?téjre% |hntto theofilna%ciapqw%rﬁd %fsbanks and
such and rose to head departments. Not bad for someone
p Whphad @ goppje ofyears fchooling, While he was dong that ¢
A heaveoig 1:49"& Ropks gnd {n hip sparestime ranmgrathonse il
fugs 16y .4ﬁ“8kls%d@3é of serving A
S ‘tsr g%old Ito%ee %II‘Q\ Pooki%gvsg v(/eﬁ a?ng nso longer dresses like
8 fingey. glqarly anyexceglient oldier yith g greatpgreonallty s o
mBd FaRieryitt A company’

d bwouldssiagestyqu stariwish Downi Couptey hapes if isa
t §Pgd read apd interesting tq qispoyeg thedgimative ¥eRrsof | o n
t Sopgoge wha,grew pipyin completejyedifierant epvionmepts o a n d

reunions al so

ha

tact .
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Gary Blinco another prolific author from the ranks of Alpha Co
.

Down a Country Lane
Autobiographical novel: Graphically written about an Australian bush childhood of harsh living
and poverty, underpinned with the love and warmth of a large family.

The book follows the author through childhood, and then into his service in the Australian Army as
a conscript in the Vietham War.

E-book: https://www.ebookit.com/books/0000000046/Down-a-Country-Lane.html

The Wounds of War

Fiction: While this is a work of fiction, it is compiled from composite characters and events
experienced by the author during his second tour of duty in Vietham. The book deals with the
soldier's trials on the battlefield, and the uncertainty and loneliness of those left at home - all
suffering from the wounds of war in their own way.

E-BOOK: https://www.ebookit.com/books/0000000047/The-Wounds-of-War.html

l'”dprthd Under The Harvest Moon

iR Fiction: Murder mystery set on the beautiful Darling Downs in Queensland during the first bulk-
Harvest .

wheat harvest in 1957.

Mogn o

-z,a;\ The author has drawn on his own upbringing in the area to develop characters that are as large

# as life itself. The book provides an entertaining and graphic read that works as a sensitive
romantic murder mystery, and an insight into what Australian bush life was like during the
rapidly changing times of the late nineteen fifties.

GARY BRINCGD

E-book: https://www.ebookit.com/cgi-bin/clientservices.cgi?SELECT+0000000048

| I
A Place In Time
Novel, with elements of Science Fiction: The unthinkable has happened and Australia is
invaded by a hostile neighbour from the north. lan Lane, a Vietham Veteran on a caravanning
holiday with his wife and daughter, is stranded deep in the outback. Fate intervenes and he
discovers a fissure into the future where he finds technology and friendship that could help save
his country.

A-Place
in Time

‘ The Mystical Swagman
MYSTICAL [ . o . . y
XGRSl |t is the 1860s and colonial Australia is no longer just a dumping ground for the pitiful throw-offs
A of harsh English justice. This cruel system has sent thousands off to the penal colony for the
pettiest of crimes, and few will ever see their homeland again. The colony is rapidly taking on a
new identity as a land of vast resources where land and opportunities abound for those who are
up to the challenge. Many rise to the occasion and prosper, while others prefer to tramp the
endless bush roads and tracks and enjoy what the land and the new settlers have to offer.
Others turn to crime and the easy pickings of robbing coaches, trains and travellers on lonely

bush tracks, remote settlements and farms.

e-book version: http://www.mmpubs.com/catalog/Blinco--Gary-m-61.html

Written or read any good books lately???? If so let me know and we will promote your jottings or pass on
info on good books for the masses to read.


https://www.ebookit.com/books/0000000046/Down-a-Country-Lane.html
https://www.ebookit.com/books/0000000047/The-Wounds-of-War.html
https://www.ebookit.com/cgi-bin/clientservices.cgi?SELECT+0000000048
http://www.mmpubs.com/catalog/Blinco--Gary-m-61.html

16 NEWS

Court to decide Vietnam honour

A RETIRED Australian
Army commander from
Hervey Bay will take his
battle to the Federal Court
of Australia to get
recognition for the efforts
of his men.

Colonel Harry Smith,
who led more than 100
Australian and New Zea-
land soldiers in the 1966
Battle of Long Tan, wants
11 Diggers, who fought in
the 1966 battle, given
medals and commen-
dations and is scathing of
the way medals were
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Harry Smith fighting for his soldiers

Couger. VUL

“The ugly truth about
Long Tan, and in fact the
entire Vietnam War over a
decade, is that senior offi-
cers took most of the
awards at the expense of
soldiers who fought in
action,” he said.

The Federal Govern-
ment has refused to award
more medals and com-
mendations to those who
took part in the battle,
saying that would amount
to “excessive recognition”.

The Battle of Long Tan
in 1966, Australia’s first

considered
event.
Colonel Smith belatedly
was awarded a Star of
Gallantry for his role, hav-
ing been downgraded from
a Distinguished Service
Order in 1966. His list of
awards for gallantry was
slashed by senior officers.
The Federal Court will
hear new evidence that
includes claims of an
invalid scale of awards
introduced by Canberra
shortly before the Long
Tan battle, and that Aust-

its defining

30| -|>e10

awarded  during the
Vietnam War.

significant engagement of
the Vietham War, is

ralian military chiefs at the
time falsified statements.

DETERMINED: Colonel Harry Smith, 77, is fighting
for his soldiers’ recognition.  Picture: Megan Slade

Lieutenant Colonel Harry Arthur Smith SG,

MC (25 July 1933-) was an officer of the Australian
Army. He was Officer Commanding of D Company, 6th
Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (D Coy, 6 RAR), and
fought at the battle of Long Tan in the Vietham War.

After service as a National Serviceman, Smith joined the
Australian Regular Army and graduated as Second
Lieutenant from the Officer Cadet School, Portsea. From 8
June 1966 t0 14 June 1967, Smith then a Major, was Officer
Commanding D Coy, 6 RAR. On 18 August, after heavy
mortar shelling of the Australian base at Nui Dat the previous
night, companies from 6 RAR were sent out to locate the
Vietnamese units involved. Smith led 107 soldiers of D Coy
out on patrol, but at 3.15pm, while patrolling a rubber
plantation at Long Tan that afternoon, they uncounted a
regiment -sized Vietnamese force (the Viet Cong 275
Regiment, supported by the North Viethamese Army D445
Battalion) attempting to advance on the base. A monsoon
struck at the same time, but Smith organised his forces to
successfully to hold off the assault, while coordinating support
from Australian, New Zealand and United States artillery units
back at Nui Dat. D Coy was relieved at 6.55pm by A and B
Companies at which point the Vietnamese Withdrew. 18
Australians were killed and 24 wounded during the battle of
Long Tan, but under Smith’s command, D Coy had fended
off a numerically superior force, with at least 245 Vietnamese
confirmed killed, and another 300 believed wounded. 15
Australians given bravery awards, but many of these had
been downgraded from the original nomination: Smith’s
leadership of his men during the fierce fighting saw him
recommended for the Distinguished Service Order, but
instead received the Military Cross.

!
Following service in Vietham, Smith commanded 1 Commando
Company at Georges Heights and was later posted to the
Special Air Service Regiment in Perth, Western Australia.
Smith left the Army in 1976.

On 14 August 2008, after years of campaigning for better
recognition of Long Tan veterans, Smith’s Military Cross was
upgraded to the Star of Gallantry (the Australian honours
system equivalent to the Distinguished Service Order). Several
other personnel who fought at Long Tan had their bravery
awards upgraded to correspond to the original nomination at
the time. (Wikipedia)

There will be a ceremony held at Maryborough Military and
Colonial Museum 106 Wharf Street Maryborough on the 9
March 2011 at 1100hrs. All are welcome but it would be
preferred to contact the museum of your intentions to
attend. There will be a light lunch provided.

To contact the Maryborough Military and Colonial Museum
Phone; 07 4123 5900 Mob. 0418 796 740

PO Box 743 Maryborough Qld 4650

For details on A Coy gathering go to page 9

0 We have everything in common with America nowa-
days except, of course, language.

. America is the only country that went from barba-
rism to decadence without a civilisation in between.

. Anyone who lives within their means suffers from a
lack of imagination.
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Courier Mail, Troops ride stress ‘gravy train’

lan Mcphedran Courier Mail 7 January 2011

A SENIOR military doctor has blown the whistle on what
he describes as the “mental iliness gravy train”.

In an unprecedented attack on the military compensation
system, Reserve Navy Commander Dr. Doug McKenzie
said the post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) epidemic
was creating more illness than actually existed and was
costing taxpayers millions of dollars. He estimates up to 90
per cent of recent mental pension claims could be false.

Commander McKenzie said he had no beef with genuine
PTSD cases but it defied belief that 20 per cent of a war-
ships crew could suffer from when they had not been with-
in 200km of fighting. The navy has the highest incidence of
PTSD of all the three services. There are 27,500 sufferers
on the department of veterans affairs books, including
20,000 from Vietnam, and spends $i60 million a year on
mental health care. There are 337,000 surviving Australian
war veterans with 186,000 receiving benefits.

Commander McKenzie who served in East Timor and
Iraq, said a friend fabricated a story about witnessing a
fatal helicopter crash and was then diagnosed with the
disorder. “He said to me, 'Mate the Psychs will believe
anything’,” Commander McKenzie alleged.

In the past 12 months, 78 per cent of the 738 veterans who
applied for PTSD under the Veterans Entitlements Act
were accepted. Under the Military Rehabilitation and Com-
pensation Act there were 114 claims during 2009-10 with
an 80 per cent acceptance.

PTSD is the major focus of the ADF’s mental health strate-
gy and the army launched a DVD encouraging potential
sufferers to speak out and seek help.

National president of the Vietnam Veterans Federation Tim
McCombe defended the system, saying Commander
McKenzie was wrong and in all his years he had encoun-
tered very few rorters. He said the were adequate checks
and balances in the system to prevent false claims. “Under
both Veterans Acts there are statements of principal for
PTSD that applicants need to meet and the checks are
very strict” Mr. McCombe said. Commander McKenzie said
everyone putting out their hand for a tax-free, lifelong pen-
sion should have to prove their case. He called for the
Government to launch an independent inquiry into the
PTSD “epidemic”

President of the Injures Service Persons Association Ray
Brown said there was no doubt the disorder was used to
rort the system. “I would support an enquiry into the claims
with a focus on why there were so many of them,” Mr.
Brown said.

Inquiry into the PTSD “epidemic”

President of the Injured Service Persons Association Ray Brown
said there was no doubt the disorder was used to rort the system.
“I would support an inquiry into the claims with a focus on why
there were so many of them,” Mr. Brown said.

Writing in the Journal of Military and Veterans Health” Commander
McKenzie warned that false PTSD was affecting morale. He
slammed RSL pension officers and psychiatrists who were duped
into diagnosing the post traumatic stress disorder.

Gary Blinco sent in this extract
his concerns about the slant of th

I —
In the same vein...Lew Langabeer
Mi nister for Vet erans affairs, W

concerned about non veterans sai l

bal ances with impunity and cl ai min
I'f you would Iike to contact Lew h
Ed

| |
° Back in 1891 homosexuality was illegal and Oscar

formed an illicit relationship with Lord Alfred Douglas
(known as Bosie). They probably would have got away
with it if Oscar had not sued Bosie’s father for libel. As
always, the truth is an absolute defence to libel, there-
fore Oscar lost his case. Worse was to follow when the
police felt they had to take an interest; after all homo-
sexuality was illegal, and Oscar’s activity was now
public knowledge. It was a forgone conclusion that his
prosecution for ‘Gross indecent acts’ would lead to
conviction and a gaol sentence resulted. Then as Os-
car was standing in handcuffs in the rain, waiting to be
taken to Reading Gaol after his court conviction, he
was heard to say: “If this is how Queen Victoria treats
her prisoners, then she doesn’t deserve to have any”.

. But what is the difference between literature and jour-
nalism? Journalism is unreadable and literature is not
read. That is all.



Page 6

|
3rd and hopefully the last dust off

Guess who? .... but no surprise!

...... yep he was up a tree cutting a branch ..... fell out of
the tree ..... and then the tree fell on him!

Happened one week ago .... Just got photos on email ....
No explanation ... so rang .. spoke to him

Poor bugger is recovering well .... Metal plates above both
eyes, chin and jaw! etc. etc.

A missive from Bill Cane via Dusty Cameron.

fenig tree

Alan Abraham’s Taxi

Al an Abr ahams, was wounded and dust e g’ SommiEmgt nam in
69. They removed metal from his body and he spent a | ot of
time in the hospital. He WentIn btahcek l50|JVIEt§am a cougle r%(gre t
years ago, had a heart attack ff ain 0
here he is pottering around uts‘h'enggf aode "3nfVHRe yseaqrown-rh"jlt
again. I *“m sure | say this flrgﬁ'logl IIBF'hs'Q\lgh'efhogge OWDFge
not too uncomfortable and %V%?tl %Q) mer Y egyr.
To gain access to the tree you
dangerous mix in any one"s eyes.
| ]
o A little sincerity is a dangerous thing, and a great deal of
it is fatal.
o I Am not young enough to know everything.
o | have the simplest of tastes. | am always satisfied with
the best.
o A true friend stabs you in the front.

° A poet can survive everything but a misprint.
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In search of Brown NB and Xmas now and then

Got an e-mail quite a while ago now
“You alive IT?”

Knew who it was in a heart beat. Blue Tanner not a man to
waste words.

Was happy to tell Doug | was in fact alive and not a bit
surprised he shared that status.

Doug sent a few photos. And I've kept ‘em.
Apart from a couple of years in the "80°s | think, I've lived

and worked in PNG the Solomons and Fiji since the early
seventies, but been back a while now.

lan (IT) Brown, Doug Tanner & Alan Hughes

Moved up to Biloela to live and run a
couple of tractor dealerships.

Not sure if it was Merv James or Weigo
who put NB and | in touch but we
exchanged calls weekly and realised | 1
drove close by, quite often between Bilo 4
and Redcliffe. After a hundred false :
starts from both Browns the day
arrived.

Left very early, still dark and had the
need days later to recall reaching

behind me to turn off the garage light ‘
took a couple of goes, then away out of ‘
town to see Norman. .

Not knowing I'd turned off the bloody
freezer as well.

I"d planned carefully, route clearly
marked...maybe 3- 3.5 hours tops

Took me hours..lots of them to find the
spot...well nearly a day and not that
close to the spot.

Reminded me years before in another 88
place when Hughsy [Allan] was up front =
in his usual role as scout and S
suggested where | should shove my
compass and his desire to help put it
there. You were right mate but | am
getting better. If another had been driving we would have
made Norm's by early smoko. As it was | finally made
‘mobile’ contact mid afternoon.

NB told me | was a bloody idiot ‘who could get lost in a
bathroom’...see nothing bloody changes...told me to turn
back along the same road. Did that. And found him...came
over the hill about 130 kph. Too fast | know but had not
seen a vehicle let alone a human for hours and on nodding
acquaintance with the local wildlife by then.

Lean tallish bloke boots shorts & sleeveless shirt, big hat.
Next to him the meanest looking dog you never want to
meet bit of a cross between a nasty Staffie and a really
pissed off Rhino.

NB revealed himself from under the hat and suggested | get
off the road before something ran over us.

‘Just behind the big trees, careful through the gate and
follow up to the house, leave it in the carport.’

Vietnam 69/70
o Ty —

Would have been good if Norm had mentioned the ‘Just behind
the big trees’ bit a week or two ago.

Stepped out of the car hoping NB made it to the house before
dog/rhino..... Oh dear!

Chest to chest face to face, yep a kiss or two! and a bit of a
snuggle, even a wet nose.

Clearly | had passed the security check and just before Zac got
the tongue out.

Norman and | greeted with only slightly more decorum....
Manfully of course.

The bugger has not changed, still the
same winning grin, the self effacing
humour and a good story about all and
everything. | think most of "em were
true too.

i

= We had prawn sangers a bit too much

4 beer, a couple of rums out the back and
%% a good yarn. NB offered he would

| knock up a Pizza for the evening meal
‘d therefore we needed eggs???

v

‘\l So off we set. Quite a few acres there
‘ but we came to the chook run
eventually.

| Hens, fat and attractive in a chookish

If he was mine | would be sucking the
- flesh off his bones as | write and
wearing the rest on a silly hat.

Back at the house [eggs secured] Norm
| got the guitar out.

. Many who may have read this so far
may not know Brown NB. Thing is he
could play and sing with the best of ‘em
and even better now.

" | was not allowed inside while he got
the evening meal ‘My kitchen you sing to the dog’

NB was back outside in no time. ‘Geez that was quick mate’
Planning IT..planning”

Very impressed, still couldn’t factor in the eggs though?

Evening passed to dark night a little cool too. The stories grew
taller laughter louder..... ‘Bloody Hell the Pizza!’

Never have | seen a doorway attacked with such gusto since my
girlfriend found a terrified mongoose in our laundry at Suva.

Dining table set for two, iced water the meal between us.

| wont say it wasn’t ‘well done’ It was bloody well done, a little
crispy really. But not burnt!

Saved by Norm cunningly placing it in a box, now charred and
curled. | could just make out the word Dominos and some
numbers. We ate the lot with a bit of iced water, it Contd



IT Brown continued

was great.

NB suggested washing up would be good so | reminded him
about ‘My kitchen’ and left him to it. | wandered through Norms
living room while he bashed the dixies.

All these awards for his Country Music, many clearly serious
accolades for his talent.

| have always been in awe of those who can play an instrument
and perform. | just don’t have it never will.

But don'’t care
Kissed the pillows early and gone dreamless in a blink.

Woke early to a heavy fat mist, just make out the lawn and
gardens. Snuck out to find the dog/rhino wanting a walk we did
that and shared a moment on Norm's drive.

Farewelled NB [bed ridden poor thing] headed for Humpybong to
pick up my daughter from school at 1430 hrs. Didn’t miss a
turn...left the map on Norms fridge.

And hadn'’t felt better in years.

If you happen to run into Brown NB... for heavens sake pat the
bloody dog. And keep an eye on the rooster.

As for Christmas Barbara, our daughter Elizabeth and | had a
quiet one.

this time at my place at Margate.

Of course rained like hell keeping a much loved but dampish
Staffie inside.

We had planned to be at Barbs place, but far smarter than me
Barb read the forecasts and gave me the dog and change of
venue.

None of it really matters now we have seen what's happened.

Bloody awful and no doubt impacted on many of our number
too.

| dunno all you can do is offer a prayer and contribute what we
can.

Anyway we had a good day and it wasn’t bad in "69 either
All the best.

lan
| L

o A pompous speaker who had a great opinion of himself
gave a long after-dinner speech. He then made the
mistake of turning to his neighbor on the table who
happened to be Oscar Wilde, and asked, ' How would you
have delivered that speech?’ ‘Under an assumed name’,
came back the reply from Oscar Wilde.

o | always pass on good advice. It is the only thing you can
do with it. It is never of any use to oneself.

o Bigamy is having one wife too many. Monogamy is the
same.

o A cynic is a man who knows the price of everything but the

value of nothing.

Page 8

VC Winner

Corporal Benjamin Roberts-
Smith, VC, MG
Australian Army

Awarded the Victoria Cross for
Australia

Corporal Benjamin Roberts-Smith,
VC, MG

Citation

For the most conspicuous gallantry in action in
circumstances of extreme peril as Patrol Second-in-
Command, Special Operations Task Group on Operation
SLIPPER.

Corporal Benjamin Roberts Smith enlisted in the Australian
Regular Army in 1996. After completing the requisite
courses, he was posted the 3rd Battalion, the Royal
Australian Regiment where he saw active service in East
Timor. In January 2003, he successfully completed the
Australian Special Air Service Regiment Selection Course.

During his tenure with the Regiment, he deployed on
Operation VALIANT, SLATE, SLIPPER, CATALYST and
SLIPPER Il. Corporal Benjamin Roberts-Smith was awarded
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VC Winner continued

the Medal for Gallantry for his actions in Afghanistan in
2006.

On the 11th June 2010, a troop of the Special Operations
Task Group conducted a helicopter assault into Tizak,
Kandahar Province, in order to capture or kill a senior
Taliban commander.

Immediately upon the helicopter insertion, the troop was
engaged by machine gun and rocket propelled grenade fire
from multiple, dominating positions. Two soldiers were
wounded in action and the troop was pinned down by fires
from three machine guns in an elevated fortified position to
the south of the village. Under the cover of close air support,
suppressive small arms and machine gun fire, Corporal
Roberts Smith and his patrol maneuvered to within 70
metres of the enemy position in order to neutralise the
enemy machine gun positions and regain the initiative.

Upon commencement of the assault, the patrol drew very
heavy, intense, effective and sustained fire from the enemy
position. Corporal Roberts Smith and his patrol members
fought towards the enemy position until, at a range of 40
metres, the weight of fire prevented further movement
forward. At this point, he identified the opportunity to exploit
some cover provided by a small structure.

As he approached the structure, Corporal Roberts Smith
identified an insurgent grenadier in the throes of engaging
his patrol. Corporal Roberts Smith instinctively engaged the
insurgent at point-blank range resulting in the death of the
insurgent. With the members of his patrol still pinned down
by the three enemy machine gun positions, he exposed his
own position in order to draw fire away from his patrol, which
enabled them to bring fire to bear against the enemy. His
actions enabled his Patrol Commander to throw a grenade
and silence one of the machine guns. Seizing the
advantage, and demonstrating extreme devotion to duty and
the most conspicuous gallantry, Corporal Roberts Smith,
with a total disregard for his own safety, stormed the enemy
position killing the two remaining machine gunners.

His act of valour enabled his patrol to break-in to the enemy
position and to lift the weight of fire from the remainder of
the troop who had been pinned down by the machine gun
fire. On seizing the fortified gun position, Corporal Roberts
Smith then took the initiative again and continued to assault
enemy positions in depth during which he and another patrol
member engaged and killed further enemy. His acts of
selfless valour directly enabled his troop to go on and clear
the village of Tizak of Taliban. This decisive engagement
subsequently caused the remainder of the Taliban in Shah

Wali Kot District to retreat from the area.

Corporal Roberts Smith’s most conspicuous gallantry in a
circumstance of extreme peril was instrumental to the seizure of
the initiative and the success of the troop against a numerically
superior enemy force. His valour was an inspiration to the
soldiers with whom he fought alongside and is in keeping with
the finest traditions of the Australian Army and the Australian
Defence Force.

Alpha Coy. Gathering

After receiving notification and an invitation to the ceremony at
Maryborough | had a yarn with Norm Brown about seeing if we
could get a few of the boys mustered up in the same venue for a
meal and a convivial chat. Norm got his finger out and contacted
all that he could think of. At his stage we have ;

Norm Brown, Jim Weiland, Graham Davis, Paul Petersen,
Barry Francis, Lew Langabeer, Doug Sorensen, lan Brown,
Norm Quarrel, Mick McNaught, Mal Nichols, Gary Blinco, Chris

Weigand. Spoke to Frank Alcorta on the phone and he is very
keen to attend the ceremony but can’t commit yet. If he does,
hopefully he will join us as well. Most of the above are bringing
wives/partners.

At this stage we are getting together in the Cricket Club at
around 4.30 (1630hrs for those who still operate in green ma-
chine terms) Pre dinner drinks and general truth stretching chat
about heroics and beer consumed in one sitting between ops.

If we have missed anyone or you are passing through and
would like to join in contact myself or Norm Brown on 07 4129
6029.

It really is annoying that Norm, the only bloke in the company
who could type, does not own a computer.

° An idea that is not dangerous is unworthy of being called
an idea at all.
° The truth is rarely pure and never simple.
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Meeting of the photographic memories

Rob (Doc) Laurent, Doug (Blue) Tanner lan Lade and Mal Nichols met at Mal’s place
in Brisbane just before Australia Day. All four gathered to pore over photos to try and
identify who's face is in the pictures. | have proven to be useless at this, can’'t even
recognise myself. All this research is in preparation for Rob’s up and coming new
book. | think a must for 2nd. Tour blokes. Doug tells me that he hasn’t laughed so
much for years. lan is off again on yet another tour of Vietnam. He is joining a group
with Shane Hines to locate where his father, Peter Hines died in the mine incident
1969. | did ask in the last issue if anyone had Photos of Peter Hines, Shane would

love to get hold of any copies of his dad.

Alan (Kruges) Kruger

Kruges had a tumour removed from
between the small and large intestine.

They removed a valve and part of the
bowel and the op was successful.
Unfortunately he started to bleed, so off
to ICU another operation to fix things
up. All looked good until the next day
when he started to bleed again.
Transfusions and plasma was required
for this uncooperative patient to try and
thicken up the blood. His doctor was
confident all was good but it was a
waiting game to see if Kruges was
going to play by the rules. This is day
five since he had any food or liquid and
was becoming depressed. Especially
when the nurses went out of their way
to tell him when they were going for a
coffee or lunch. Florence Nightingale
would have been appalled.

He is fine now and out of hospital. The
problem has been there for ages and
he thought it would be a good idea to
fix it. Hope it's still all good mate.
Cheers. Ed.
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DONATIONS

D Tome $50

L&B Langabeer $50
C D Sherwood $50
P Grob $50

L E Fagan $50

T R Douglas $50

F S Scicluna $50

C W Thompson $20

DVA $4,101

Once again thanks go to those who
have sent money into the A News
fund.

If you are sending a Cheque please
make it out to A News.

| have left plenty of room in the
donation text box and can make it
bigger if needed.

Thanks again, Ed.

This is your newsletter and
your contributions are
encouraged. If you have
something of interest, pass it
on. All the staff here at A
News are eager and ready to
record your story. Ed.

Contact the editor;

Chris Weigand

PO Box 234, Cannonvale Q. 4802
chrisw4d8@gmail.com

Ph 07 49483567 Fax 07 4946 1774
Mob 0418 771 260



