
Greetings from the Wetsundays in beautiful sunny Queensland! Well it used to be. 
Last year was one of the wettest on record with a very brief to non existent dry 
season and a wet this year to have put so many towns and cities underwater. Our 
cane farmers last year had to leave 40-60% of their cane on the paddocks and the 
areas they did harvest were too wet to replant. Anyway mustnôt whinge, nobody has 
ever been able to control the weatheréé...but our federal government is going to 
try!  To all those who were caught up in the floods we hope all is back to normal.  

Friday 15th July, just been to do the shopping and pick up the mail. Amongst the 
mail was a statement for an A News account. Checked it was OK  then opened the 
filing cabinet to put it itôs folder. Found a bloody snake in there as well. Just a brown 
tree snake, but gave me a start. Filed the statement and closed the draw, left the 
snake in there. I sometimes feel like a front line journalist risking life and limb to 
bring you the news.   

In this issue we celebrate another first tour member by the name of Frank Alcorta, 
platoon sergeant two platoon. Talk to any of the boys from the first tour and they will 
tell you this bloke was the best. It is three pages long and I think worth it all. Enjoy a  
bit of his story. I reckon Australia was lucky to get Frank Alcorta.  

In the next issue I will be sending out the latest updated database. All of the 
members I can contact by either mail or email will be listed in these databases. If 
you have changed any contact detail please let me know before October. Any of the 
old mates you know who are not receiving the newsletter by post or email, please let 
me know or ask them to contact me.  

Peter and Helen Hoskins have done most of the work in readiness for our descent 
on Adelaide next year and bookings are trickling in. The Hoskinsôs then shot through 
up to the territory chasing a bit of warmth and Peter, a Barramundi. Havenôt heard 
the results of that, though I believe they warmed up.    

Talking to Charles Mollison earlier this month and we discussed the up and coming 
reunion next year. Charles like myself would dearly love to see a first tour man  run 
a reunion, to try and encourage more of the 66/67 members and their wives to come 
along and enjoy the great times. We can take a leaf out of George Mansfordôs book 
when he said to me just over a year ago. ñIôd rather go to reunions than funeralsò. 
We are all marching on and our years are, like it or not, getting short. Try to enjoy 
what is left. 

Throughout this issue I have inserted little comedy pieces to do with aging. So many 
of us now are Grandparents and the grandchildren can be entertaining and 
educational to say the least . Ed   
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ñA Veteran is someone 

who, at one point in his 

life, wrote a blank 

cheque made payable to 

Australia / NZ for an 

amount of ôUP TO AND 

INCLUDING MY LIFEô.  

That is Honour and there 

are way too many people 

in this world who no 

longer understand it.ò  

óAôNews is the newsletter of the A Company 6 RAR Association. The Association is 

dedicated to fostering comradeship forged in service to our country.  

THIS NEWSLETTER CAN BE VIEWED ON THE 6 RAR ASSOCIATION 

WEBSITE. VISIT; www.6rarassociation.com/alphacoy.htm 

Childrenôs logic: ñGive me a sentence about a public servant,ò said a teacher. The 

small boy wrote: ñThe fireman came down the ladder pregnant.ò The teacher took 

the lad aside to correct him. ñDonôt you know what pregnant means?ò She asked. 

ñSure,ò said the young boy confidently. ñIt means heôs carrying a child.ò   
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The next couple of pages are to do with the  6 RAR 

Association. Firstly there are concessions  available 

to returned servicemen who are members of the TPI 

Association from P&O, Wicked Campers,  Hoyts 

Theatres,  and  a few vehicle sales organisations. 

Hyundi, Suzuki. Nissan, KIA and Mitsubishi.    

 

 

From the TPI Association Queensland - 

CONCESSIONS 

Cruising. 

Carnival Australia, incorporating P&O Cruises Australia, 
Princess Cruises and Cunard are giving serving and ex-
service personnel a $250 onboard credit when taking a 
cruise on any of their vessels. To obtain the credit, you 
need to send a copy of proof of your service (Discharge 
Certificate, Certificate of Service), when making your 
booking to: 

Defence Benefits 

PO Box 2006 North Sydney 

NSW 2059 

Fax: 0284249161 

Email: defencebenefits@carnivalaustralia.com 

If you have already booked a future cruise but had not 
applied for the credit, then as well as your copy of 
service, you need to send your cruise details (Cruise 
number, departure date). 

Camping. 

Wicked Campers is currently offering all Vietnam 
Veterans a FREE road trip. The special entitles each 
Vietnam Veteran to complimentary campervan rental for 
five days. Wicked owner John Webb said the aim of the 
deal was to say thank you for the huge contribution the 
Veterans have made to our country. ñItôs my way of 
showing our appreciation,ò he said. ñFor any Vets who 
have a bit of spare time, itôs a great way to see more of 

Australia for free.ò The approximate value of the 
giveaway is $300. 

 WICKED OFFER FOR VIETNAM VETERANS. 

¶ A five day complimentary road trip for Vietnam 
Veterans (subject to availability). 

¶ Vans are available from Wicked Depots in 
Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth, Adelaide, 
Airlie Beach, Alice Springs, Broome, Byron Bay, 
Cairns, Darwin, Exmouth, Hervey Bay and 
Hobart. 

¶ Wicked vans sleep 2-3 people and are fully 
equipped with a kitchenette, camping stove, 
internal table and lounge, and a camping table 
and chairs. 

¶ The deal is available for 2 or 3 seater models. Re
-location deals are also often available for only 
$1 a day. 

¶ Wicked Campers are in 14 locations across 
Australia, with around 900 vans nationwide. They 
provide an affordable way for travellers to see the 
country, combining transport and accommodation 
into one cheap price. Wicked has also expanded 
overseas, with depots in Canada, USA, Thailand, 
Chile, Africa, New Zealand and the UK. To make 
a booking, phone Wicked Campers on 1800 

246 869. 

Movies. 

Hoyts Theatres are now offering discounted entrance to 
TPI Association members. 

 Association membership card must be produced. 

Price $1 

Not valid ï No Free List, All day Tuesday, Saturday 
Nights, Public Holidays, Special Events or Hoyts La 
premiere, Directors Suite, Bean Bag Cinema, 

Xtreme-screen or Imax. 

Motor Vehicles. 

Hyundai, Suzuki, Kia, Nissan and Mitsubishi offer 
current financial members of the association Fleet 
Owners rates when purchasing a new caré. to obtain 
the discount contact State Office for a Letter of 
Introduction.  

6 RAR Association News  

My young grandson called the other day to wish me Happy 

Birthday. He asked me how old I was, and I told him, 62. My 

grandson was quiet for a moment , and then he asked, ñDid 

you start at 1?ò  

mailto:defencebenefits@carnivalaustralia.com
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FOR THOSE THAT ARE NOT FINANCIAL           

Hi All, 

The May edition of Stand To has been sent out and you 
should have your copy, that is if you are financial, if not, we 
suggest that you pay your Stand To Levy to keep you up to 
date with what is happening, $60.00 which will take you up to 
June 2015, you can now pay by Direct Deposit, Credit Card (not 
Amex or Diners) Cheque or Money Order. 

If there is a reason why you do not wish to subscribe to the 
Stand To, please let us know. There are a couple of things that 
are coming up that you should be aware of, 

The 45 th Anniversary of The Battle of Long Tan, this year will 
be significant as there will be a number of Awards being given 
to some soldiers and The Battalion by the Governor General. 

The Reunion in Perth, where planning is well under way and it 
should be a good turnout. 

Look forward to hearing from you 

Due to popular demand and technology, the Association will 
now accept Direct Deposits/Transfer Money for payments, such 
as Stand To Levy, Donations, Merchandise and Raffles. 

We ask that all members using this facility put the following 
letters behind their name in the óTo Account Descriptionô 

Stand To               S 

Merchandise         M 

Donations             D 

Raffles                  R 

For example to pay for Stand To, buy some Merchandise and 
give a donation, BILL SMITH SMD 

We hope this system will work, however to ensure that we can 
allocate these online payments to the right person, it would be 
advisable to send a quick email to me to let us know that you 
have sent the money, how much and what for. One of the 
reasons is that the Treasurer lives approx 50 km from me and I 
donôt see the bank statements. 

We will see how this works and advise if we have to change 
anything. (always be prepared for a change) 

The Association bank details are as follows; 

Bank            Bank of Queensland 

BSB             124076   A/C #         10163894 

  

I have had a number of requests lately for stickers showing all 
your medals, that you can put on the back of your car or 
caravan. 

This is a company that does it online and you can have 
whatever you have medals for, including the ICB or ACB, you 
can even have the RAR Skippy badge, there are 3 sizes, the 
medium size I think looks the best for your car, have a look at 
their website and you can do the order online. The website is 
www.miltemptech.com.au , the company Military Template 
Technology Pty Ltd is in Qld and offer a good turnaround 
service.  I was impressed by their service and the quality of the 
sticker.  Phone 07 3263 6911  Fax  07 3257 7040 

The Battalion 
CO LtCol Mark Jennings 
XO Maj Jeffery Frisby 
RSM WO1 Brett Brown 

 

The 6 RAR Association Committee 
 

Patron:  LtGen Mark Evans AO DSC 

 

President: Tex Howarth <president@6rarassociation.com> 

07 5498 3245   0411 204 206 

 

Vic President: Phil Buttigieg <willbut@bigpond.net.au> 

07 3287 4968   0425 310 780 

 

Secretary: Arthur Willemse <secretary@6rarassociation.com> 

07 3369 1895   0405 693 066 

 

Treasurer: Michael Sweeney <sweeneywarrior@hotmail.com> 

0417 736 980 

 

Asst. Secretary: Vacant 

 

 Editor: Geoff (Doc) Jones <jones.g@bigpond.net.au> 

07 3264 4203   0437 437 099 

 

A Coy Rep Peter Adamis <abalinx@netspace.net.au> 

0409 965 538 

 

B Coy Rep Dave Thomas <juliennethomas@powerup.com.au> 

07 3829 0790   0412 748 347 

 

C Coy Rep Jeff Foster <jeff-foster@bigpond.com> 

02 9820 4000  

 

D Coy Rep Ken (Henry) Higgins  07 4128 6641 

 

Spt/Admin/BHQ Owen Puie <owenpuie@bigpond.com> 

07 3423 2502 

 

6 BN Gp E Timor Dan Fogarty 

<Daniel.fogarty@rav.vic.gov.au> 03 5460 5013   0438 739 979 

 

Merchandise Officer Gus Guthrie <mazgus@bigpond.com> 

07 3355 7307 

 

Admin  Volunteer Required 

 

State Representatives 

 
NSW Jeff Foster <jeff-foster@bigpond.com> 

02 9820 4000 

 

Vic Paul Gregory   03 9458 2286 

 

SA Bob Sands <rjsands@yahoo.com.au 

0416 768 118 

 

WA Bill Cody   08 9447 1255 

 

TAS Ron Sonners   03 6268 5244 

 

NT Bill (Bronco) Hayes   0417 816 278 

 

Act Geof Sentence   0451 463 537 

Cont. 6 RAR Association News & Contacts  

http://www.miltemptech.com.au
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The seed funding of $3,000 has been forwarded to Peter and 
he has kept all costs down it should be a great week. 

Three functions have been booked at the golf club which is a 
short walk from the van park.  

Below are those who have booked already and The list should 
be improved before the next issue in late October. 

Barry and Muriel Francis 

Ernie and Margaret Dare 

Shane and Caroline Hines 

Laurie and Helen Holmes 

Alan and Lesley Kruger 

Merv and Maureen McInnis 

Mal and Nola Nicholls 

Trevor and Jeanette Richardson 

Neil and Linda Saunders 

Kevin and Merle White 

Peter and Betty Beauchamp 

Bill and Liz Cane 

Ray and Pat Corry 

Al and Judy Jessop 

Alan and Kay Abrahams 

  

Adelaide reunion  

Things are cranking up down Adelaide way where the next 

reunion is being hosted by Peter and Helen Hoskins with help 

from Andy Dewar (golf) and Bill Wallace (trivia night). Things 

are so intense down there that Hosko and Helen have 

buggered off to the territory for some warmth. Peter is going to 

try and land a barramundi. We wish you well mate. 

Meanwhile back at the ranch; they have sent me an itinerary for 

the week beginning 20/4/2012 to 27/4/2012.: 

Friday 20th  MEET AND GREET, finger food at the camp 

kitchen.                                                                        $5.00 

Saturday 21st QUIZ NIGHT at the golf club with a BBQ prior at 

the camp kitchen                                                         $10.00 

Sunday 22nd SOUTHERN VALES WINERY TOUR  including 

bus and picnic                                                              $20.00 

Monday 23rd MAIN DINNER at golf club                     $40.00 

Tuesday 24th GOLF DAY (TBA) non players OBAHN 

EXPERIENCE or HARBOUR TOWN 

Wednesday 25th ANZAC DAY Dawn service at Henley Beach 

and Gunfire Breakfast. Main march in city.                  $15.00 

Thursday 26th R&R free day 

Friday 27th Retro night by Mike Macnaught at golf club 

                                                                                    $5.00  

 

Wendy and I have packed our gear up ready for the trip to Adelaide and will be leaving soon. Whatôs the speed limit in S.A.? 

A grandmother was telling her little granddaughter what her 

own childhood was like. ñWe used to skate outside on a pond. I 

had a swing made up from a tyre; it hung from a tree in our 

front yard. We rode our pony. We picked raspberries in the 

woods.ò The little girl was wide-eyed, taking all this in. At last 

she said, ñI sure wish Iôd gotten to know you sooner!ò        

I didnôt know if my granddaughter had learned her colours 

yet, so I decided to test her. I would point out something and 

ask what colour it was. She would tell and was always 

correct. It was fun for me, so I continued. At last she headed 

for the door, saying, ñGrandma, I think you try to figure out 

some of these colours yourself!ò     

Thanks Dusty 



Feng Shui  
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Unfortunately by the time you all read this July will be  nearly 
gone and most wonôt have seen the significance of this 
particular month. Ed.    

 

 

THIS IS THE ONLY TIME WE WILL SEE AND LIVE THIS 

EVENT  

 

Calendar for July 2011   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Money bags 
 
This year, July has 5 Fridays, 5 Saturdays and 5 
Sundays. This happens once every 823 years. This is 
called money bags.  Based on Chinese Feng Shui, the 
one who does not forward this email on .....will be 
without money.  
 
Read on!!! 
 
This year we're going to experience four unusual 
dates. 
 
1/1/11, 1/11/11, 11/1/11, 11/11/11 and that's not all... 
 
Take the last two digits of the year in which you were 
born - now add the age you will be this year,  
 
The results will be 111 for everyone in the whole 
world. This is the year of The Money!!!  
 
The proverb goes that if you send this to eight good 
friends, money will appear in the next four days as it 
is explained in Chinese FENGSHUI. 
 

(I am sending this out to nearly four hundred good 
friendsé..I expect tip trucks full of money soon Ed.) 

A fascinating account of an arduous expedition by Frank 
Alcorta, across Papua New Guinea in 1973/74 at its widest 
part along the border with Indonesian Papua, then Irian Jaya. 
This was the first solo expedition across Papua New Guinea. 

He was motivated by the sheer magnitude of the challenge. 
Only once before had the entire country been crossed, in 1928 
by two Australians, Charles Karius, Assistant Resident 
Magistrate, and his companion Ivan Champion. 

Never had the country been crossed by a single explorer. 
Never from north to south, coast to coast and this without 
government or private support of any kind. 

The world has moved on, and there will probably never be 
another opportunity like this to traverse wild untouched country 
again.   

We have all been bush bashing in search and destroy 
maneuvers then told to ascend the biggest yarma in the area 
for all sorts of tactical and life saving reasons. But this bloke 
did it because it was there. Loved the read and was totally 
exhausted just thinking about it. Recommend it to all. Ed. 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

? ? ? ? ? 1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 ? ? ? ? ? ? 

A little girl was diligently pounding away on her grandfatherôs 

word processoré.She told him she was writing a story. 

ñWhatôs it aboutò he asked. ñI donôt knowò she replied. ñI canôt 

readò. 

A six-year old was asked if he knew where his grandma lived. 

ñOhò, he said, ñshe lives at the airport, and when we want her, 

we just go get her...Then, when weôre done having her visit, 

we take her back to the airport.ò      

Frank Alcortaôs Book  
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                     Kapookaôs female RSM 

Setting the pace 
IN JANUARY this year WO1 Trudy Casey was appointed as 

1RTBôs first female RSM 

With a proud history as óHome of the soldierô, 1RTB has had 

females in most of the command positions, but not as the 

RSM. 

Previously posted as RSM 1CSR, WO1 Casey said it was 

an honour to be Kapookaôs RSM and it was certainly the 

highlight of her career. 

It was just an absolutely amazing opportunity, and I would 

not be here today if I hadnôt started my career to become an 

RSM at the corporal level by coming here here as an 

instructor, WO1 Casey said. 

ñIôm proud to represent female soldiers, although gender 

doesnôt play a big part in the position.ò      

WO1 Casey was born in Gosford, grew up in Woy Woy on 

the NSW Central Coast and enlisted as a movements 

operator in September 1990 when she was seventeen. 

Since then, two deployments to East Timor and two to the 

Middle East have given her a wealth of knowledge and 

experience. 

WO1 Casey said she had gained inspiration from many 

mentors throughout her military career and said her first CO, 

Col. Rose Vivian, was someone she looked up to. 

ñI Believe a good leader is someone who is firm and fairñ, 

she said. ñThey are approachable, will listen and at all times 

have the soldiersô best interests at heartò.  

WO1 Casey said the younger generation of soldiers were 

very motivated and keen to join the army and serve their 

country. 

ñA good soldier is someone who is self motivated, shows a 

lot of honesty and integrity and can work as a part of a teamò 

WO1 Casey said. 

I would urge anyone who wants to enhance their own 

abilities or have an influence on Armyôs future soldiers to 

take a posting as an RI. It was the most rewarding job I have 

had in my career.       

 WO1 Trudy Casey     Photo and story by L/cpl Mark Doran 

Submission by Warren (Jack) Bradd, OAM 

CPL C Coy 5RAR 1969-70 

In 2000-2001 a strange and unusual practice crept into use at 

ceremonies conducted by the RSL in Australia. This practice is 

called "The Veterans Remembrance Salute" or as the Australian 

Regular 

Army calls it "The RSL Salute", it involves the Veteran covering 

his medals with the right hand as a mark of respect. A myth has 

been written which dates the first time this practice occurred was 

at the British 1920 Armistice Day Parade and the Internment of 

the Unknown Soldier. 

The book "The Soul of a Nation" by Sir Phillip Gibbs 1920 is 

written about the ceremonies conducted that day. It is detailed in 

the March Pass the Cenotaph and the VC winners around the 

coffin of the Unknown Soldier. No where does it mention the 

hands covering the medals. The book is in remarkable 

condition, nearly 100 years old but very readable. It is available to 

be read by anyone in e-reader format and only 12 pages long 

takes but a few minutes to read. 

From 1920 until 2010 when the myth was first printed in the 

Veterans Affairs Newsletter there are no documents, films or 

photos recorded of the practice of covering the medals as a mark 

of respect. The British Legion (RSL) has no documents or 

knowledge of this strange and unusual practice. 

In 1993 Australia interred her own Unknown Soldier but there are 

no photos or documents of this practice, as a mark of respect, 

having been used in any ceremony relating to the Internment. 

Cast your mind back to the last issue where I ran an article 

titled ó The veteranôs remembrance saluteô.  

It was a great story and made us, I think, feel proud of the 

courage displayed by so many and the luck in many cases that 

we survived the bullets, shrapnel and after affects of conflict. The 

story I am sorry to say it a ófurphyô and the true origin is in the 

article below. This was sent on to me by the bloke who sent me 

the original article with an apology for the bum steer. Iôm sure 

none of us has any problem with that . The only thing that rankles 

is that we were put right by a 5 RAR bloke. I must be more 

diligent in my research in future. Ed.     

Without doubt the most attractive RSM Iôve ever seen and 
something we of 60ôs/70ôs would have thought impossible. As I 

recall when the RSM was on the prowl, all self preserving lower 

ranks would melt into the environment, invisible to even god. Now 

I wonderé..yes I think Iôd still bugger offééno point in tempting 

fate. OH how times change. Congratulations and good luck to 

Trudy. Ed.   

My grandson was visiting one day when he asked, ñGrandma, do 

you know how you and god are alike?ò I mentally polished my 

halo and  said, ñNo, how are we alike?ò ñYouôre both old,ò he 

replied.    

http://www.flickr.com/photos/aus_defence_force/5547825119/in/photostream/


Malacca in Malaya to help combat the communist insurgency 
in that country. 

Dutchie did his two year tour and returned to Australia. I asked 
for an extened tour of another year, this time with 3 RAR, 
because I wanted to save enough money to return to Spain to 
marry my childhood sweetheart, a girl named Arantxa 

Querejeta in San Sebastian. This I did in 1965. Arantxa and I 
travelled back to Australia on board P&O Liner ñOrianaò, a far 
cry from my previous sea voyages to South America and of 
course to Australia itself.  

We settled in a small studio/apartment in the Brisbane suburb 
of Newmarket. Eleven months later our first child, a beautiful 
girl was born whom we named Lorena. Just four weeks after 
her birth I flew to Vietnam with an advance party of the 6th 
Battalion, RAR. We were to establish the Australian Task 
Force Base at the rubber planation of Nui Dat, north east of 
Saigon, and take the fight to the communist Vietcong 
guerrillas and the North Vietnamese Army in Phuoc Tuoy.  

On 18 August, a massed force of Vietcong and North 
Vietnamese troops estimated between 3,000 and 5,000 
ambushed Delta Company in the rubber plantation of Long 
Tan, not far from Nui Dat itself. Delta, consisting of just 108 
men brilliantly led by Major Harry Smith, fought off attack after 
attack even after half the force had been dead or wounded.                         
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Frank Alcorta  

Frankôs multinational gang, a Spaniard sitting left, Frank, 

another Spaniard (with dog) An Italian and an Austrian on 

right and a Swede who took the pic. 

Frank is made Acting Platoon Commander and is making it 

clear where his headquarters are. 

THE MAD SPANIARD this is the response I get when  I 

mention Franks name to those who know him. I can promise 
you it is never with derision, he is a highly respected man. I will 
start off Frankôs story with his own words taken from his book.                                

I was born in the Basque Country of Spain in March 1936, just 
months before the Spanish Civil War, the first of three sons of 
a poor working class family. When I turned 18 or 19, Iôve 
forgotten the exact date, I sailed to Venezuela in search of 
fame and fortune. Fame eluded me but I actually made a 
fortune prospecting diamonds south of the great Orinoco River 
in Venezuelaôs sprawling and partly virgin region of Guyana, 
near the border with Brazil. This took about two years when I 
practically lost a sense of time, dates and certainly of 
civilization. 

I returned to Spain, set my parents up, and in 1959 I applied to 
migrate to Australia as part of Operation EMU which took on 
Spanish immigrants mainly destined to the cane fields in north 
Queensland. I departed the northern port of Bilbao on board of 
the steamer Monte Adula just before Christmas 1959 and 
arrived in Australia in January 1960 without a word of English, 
no profession, ten shillings in my pocket, a pair of strong 
shoulders and a willingness to work hardéé.. 

In 1960 I became a ñgangerò (boss) of a group of six cane 
cutters of various European nationalities in Ingham. And in 
1961, together with a drover friend, Alexander Holland (every 
body called him Dutchie) who I met in Outback Queensland we 
prospected for opal, shot dingos and kangaroos for a bounty, 
built fences and did odd jobs in cattle stations around Hamilton, 
McKinlay, Longreach and Barcaldine. In December that year, 
putting together what we thought  was enough money for at 
least a month of fun we travelled to Brisbane, then little more 
than a large provincial town. éé.The money that we thought 
was going to last a month was gone in a week. I recall walking 
down Mary Street, in the centre, one hot morning nursing a 
hangover when Dutchie pointed to an Army Recruitment 
Centre Sign. He Asked if I had ñdone this beforeò probably 
referring to soldiering. I said no and, on December 17, we both 
joined the Army for something to do. 

 

 

After our six-month infantry training which, in our case, was 
somewhat unnecessary because we both could shoot at least 
as well  as our instructors and were very knowledgeable about 
most survival skills in the bush, we were posted to the Second 
Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment , in Terendak Camp near 

From the left; WO2 Brian Foster, Sgt. G. Rosentreta, S/Sgt. 

Ron Morritt, Sgt. Frank Alcorta, Sgt. Smiler Myles, Sgt. Stewie 

Smerdon and Cpl. Andy Watson 
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Frank Alcorta Cont.  

three months, the newly promoted NCOôs of A Coy trained all 
the soldiers in the skills required of infantrymen. (This training 
is normally carried out  at the Infantry Centre or a special 
Depot Battalion.) It was during this training that Frank Alcorta 
stood out as an instructor and leader.  

In Jan. 66 three officer Platoon Commanders marched in; one 
from the Royal Military College, one from the Officer Cadet 
School at Portsea and a National Service Officer from 
Scheyville. Up till then Sergeant Alcorta and his two 
contemporaries, Sgt. ñSmilerò Myles and Sergeant ñSnowò 
Curtis had commanded  the platoons. 

RMC graduate Lt. Peter Dinham became 2 Platoon 
Commander but it soon became apparent that Sergeant 
Alcorta was the leader.   

On active service Sergeant Frank Alcorta outshone everyone. 
Patrols were often half strength and Frank was notable for the 
thoroughness with which he prepared and executed his 
patrols. As was expected with inexperienced, newly promoted 
Sergeants, there were some problems but never with Sergeant 
Frank Alcortaðhe was always ahead of the game.  

In the battle of Long Tan he leapt from his APC and proceeded 

to take on a battalion of North Vietnamese Army on his own. 

Fortunately, machine gunner Ron Brett joined him and the 

remainder of those in that APC quickly followed. That gallant 

and spontaneous action was typical of the way Frank Alcorta 

performed during the whole yearïlong tour of duty. In this 

particular case, I am now confident Alcortaôs action was 

instrumental in turning the course of the battle. I think he 

attacked the enemy HQ and that led to the hasty withdrawal of 

the regiment attacking Delta Coy and about to deliver the final 

enveloping assault that would have been a death blow to Delta 

Coy.  

Frank was inspirational in his leadership and when the Platoon 

Commander was later evacuated with malaria, Sergeant 

Alcorta assumed command without a ripple. On Operation 

Vaucluse, Frankôs aggressive action again caused casualties 

to the enemy and no doubt saved A Coy from sustaining 

casualties. 

In a similar situation on Operation Ingham, Sergeant Frank 

Alcorta gathered those not embroiled after Harry Summerville 

was wounded and charged up the hill with bayonets fixed, 

routing the enemy and no doubt saving further casualties. 

In conclusion I would add that Frank Alcorta is the bravest man 

I have ever met. It was a privilege to have served with him and 

it is a monumental miscarriage of justice that he was not the 

recipient of several bravery awards. Cumulatively, his bravery 

deeds warranted a VC but all he got was an MID. 

Two things mitigated against Frank Alcorta being suitably 

recognized. The first is that I was no longer commander of A 

Coy and the second was that, when we attempted to submit 

commendations towards the end of our tour, we were told not 

to bother as the whole ñquota for the Task Force had been 

awarded to soldiers in other units.  The one consolation is that 

we know and Frank knows what he did.              

My own Alpha Company, led by Captain Charles Mollison, an 
honorable and gallant soldier, mounted on seven armoured 
personnel carriers (four of which were ready for the scrap 
heap) rushed to the aid of Delta. The force of APCôs stopped 
on the edge of the plantation when a cloud of enemy soldiers 
rose from the undergrowth to attack us. 

What happened then is recorded in several books. I jumped 
out of my APC and with bayonet fixed attacked the enemy 
who panicked and fled leaving many dead behind. I was 
recommended for a Military Medal which I did not receive and 
was the subject of an investigation by the Honours and 
Awards Tribunal of the Department of Defence in 2009. The 
Tribunal decided to bury the issue. But the decision is being 
fought at the time of writing (April 2010) and Hinkler Member 
of the House of Representatives, Paul Neville, has already 
raised the issue in Parliament and intends to move a Private 
Members Bill at the end of May 2010 to have justice done. 
(Have just phoned Frank 0915 10th July to ask the out come 
of  Paul Nevilleôs efforts, NIL. Ed.) I was recommended for 
another Military Medal after the Battle of Bribie in February 
1967 and for a Mention in Despatches in the same month for 
an incident which I captured a high ranking Vietcong officer 
after a fist fight in a creek during the Tet Truce of that year. 
Both recommendations were ignored by Army Headquarters 
in Saigon. However I did receive a Mention in Despatches  
during Operation Vaucluse when I led an infantry attack on a 
well entrenched enemy in the heavily jungled Nui Din 
mountains. As a result of out attack three enemy were killed 
and the rest fled. 

In March 1967 I received an Honourable Discharge and 
nearly two years later, in February 1969, after a stint in 
Queenslandôs Immigration Department, I took up a position as 
patrol officer in Papua New Guinea, then under Australian 
control, a position I held until 1971 when I decided on a 
change of career towards teaching because I wanted a 
portable profession so that I could provide for my family.   

From this point in Frankôs story, in his own words, you will 
have to buy his book ; A Trip To The Stone Ageé.. We will 
now read Charles Mollisonôs thoughts on Frank Alcorta. 

In September 1965 the First Intake of National Servicemen  
completed their recruit training and 250 of them were posted 
to 6 RAR of which 125 were allocated to A Coy. Over the next  

Frank heading home on board the Vung Tau Ferry (HMAS 

Sydney) 



repair badly dented finances), then a permanent lectureship 

in September of that year. The appointment would have been 

impossible in normal circumstances because of my academic 

qualifications then included only a Bachelor of Arts and a 

Diploma of Education from  Queensland University. Not 

enough for a lecturing position which required at least a 

Master degree and, preferably , a PhD. 

I made up for my lack of qualifications by completing two 

Masters at the same time, one in arts (major international 

relations) from Queensland University, and one on Education 

(Honours from the University of New Englandðthesis 

bilingual education) I also began a PhD in History with 

Griffiths University in Brisbane. 

I also had a weekly column on the Saturday edition of the 

Northern Territory News and was becoming well known in the 

Territoryôs budding and extraordinary vigorous political, 

administrative and business circles.                 

 Throughout, my family and I enjoyed a happy and indeed, 

joyous period. Indeed these were our days of wine and roses. 

I am sure I can say, On behalf of the men from 2Pl. 66/67. 

Thanks Frank. Ed. 
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Frank Alcorta Cont.  

and no bits of ribbon can equal that and no inadequate 

recording of history can deny that.     

Thank you for that contribution Charles Ed. 

After Frankôs time in Papua New Guinea he and his family 

moved to Darwin where he took up a teaching job with the 

Commonwealth Teaching Service. His story continues with a 

couple of photos of his New Guinea experience. Ed 

Getting on with life is what I did in Darwin. Cyclone Tracy struck 

while my family and I are in Spain where we had flown to visit 

family and friends. We cut our holiday short and returned to 

Darwin. Half our home in Stuart Park, a suburb of Darwin had 

been destroyed and the rest severely damaged. We lost all 

mementos from Papua New Guinea, including stone axes, 

fossils and many photographs as well as documents.  

The only positive note (for me and indirectly for my family) 

about the cyclone is that the staff at the Darwin Community 

College, the Northern Territoryôs only tertiary education 

institution, left in droves. The DDC was short of lecturers which 

allowed me to obtain a part time tutoring position in the 

evenings during the first few months of 1975 (which I used to                 

Recruiting carriers 

Great soldier gravitate toward each other 

Ben Roberts-Smith VC MG and Frank Alcorta at Maryborough 

 

This is from Brian Evans who has become an excellent 

contributor.  Pretty well sums up Franks Plight. 

God and the soldier we alike adore 

In time of dangeré.not before 

When danger past and all things righted  

God is forgotten, the soldier slighted  

Thomas Jordan 1612-1686 

Here is a former cane cutter and some times dingo shooter and 

digger who arrived in this great country with not a word of 

English writing editorials for the Murdock press. Not bad??? 

Frank 
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George Mansfordôs Jottings 

Do Canberra Suits Think Itôs All A Game? 

 

I heard the news that the Senate had given old soldiers the flick 

Clearly, those past promises were a cruel trick 

It seemed there has been betrayal from the Greens who vowed trust 

And Senator Lundy who not so long ago preached that the cause was just 

The war drums are beating and thereôs anger in the air 

All the military wanted was a fair go and this result is far from fair 

 

The ire is growing and I doubt if it will subside 

The warrior fraternity has been taken for a ride 

Theyôre not asking for riches, perks, or what they havenôt earnt 

Nor like others, seeking new bridges to replace those theyôve burnt 

Donôt Canberra Suits really understand that itôs about ña fair goò 

Diggers young and old are fair dinkum; this aint a one week show 

 

Let me relate some truths from days gone by 

Youngsters volunteered to wear the sacred cloth and eager to try 

They believed in each other and their leaders never lied 

As soldiers they were ready to fight and knew some would die 

With no union rules they followed orders and no questions asked 

Even though there were sometimes doubts about the Canberra Brass 

 

Soldiers were told things that were not very nice 

ñThe fresh rations arenôt coming so eat whatôs left of the riceò 

ñSorry fellas, saddle up, thereôs no time to restò 

ñWeôre outnumbered and the enemy to our front is their bestò 

ñNo matter what happens, stand fast, cos weôre here to the very lastò 

ñLeaveôs been cancelledò or ñyour bed for the night is this Marshò 

 

Diggers have been used to tough times and even worse 

They have always obeyed and got on the task, albeit with a curse 

Not enough family giddays and far too many sad hoorays 

Over the years, a nomadic life and letôs face it, poor conditions and pay 

All of this was accepted and there was never hesitation to serve 

Now the bloody Senate turns it back on what is their just deserve 

 

The irony of all of this is very clear and far from sweet 

Instead of soldiering and compulsory retirement payments to meet 

They could have surfed every day and doled for many a year 

Then, like the Canberra suits and others, received a better indexation 

Is it any wonder that among the warriors there is growing vexation? 

By the way, as well as super, the military too pays personal taxation 

 

So as old soldiers prepare for the final phase of life 

Many hope that the first to go will be the beloved wife 

Cos the reduced pension which a widow officially deserves 

Is pathetic recognition of women who kept home fires burning and quietly served 

Given Canberraôs double standards of them and us; is there no shame? 

Or do the Canberra Suits think itôs all part of some bullshit game? 

 

Speaking of which; let me close with the words a recent Prime Minister said 

ñWe must always honour those who wore the proud threadò 

 

George Mansford June 2011 

If you, like so many Australians are having 

trouble understanding the Carbon Tax issue, 

this may helpé...perhaps. 

Actually it wonôt helpé..but I hope you can 

at least get a smile up on your dial and 

wonder where it will all end. Ed.  


