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Find usonthe web @ www.6 rarassociation.com
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President 6s Report

Welb we 6ve had a padasince the lastiSsand Tq Starting off with the service at
Bribie Island on 17" February. For those of you who are not familiar with Operation Bribie
(Vietnam 17 Feb 1966), it would open your eyes to attend one of these services and learn just
what our men went through on that day. As a result of that action, 5 Platoon, B Company
became what is arguably the most highly decorated Australian Infantry platoon of the Vietnam
War. Congratulations to those who always manage to organise an outstanding couple of days
and well done to those who come from far away places every year to take part.

Next we had a huge day at Maryborough Military and Colonial Museum in March where Harry
Smith was finally presented with his long overdue Star of Gallantry. About 400 attended the
presentation ceremony that included many veterans of the Battle of Long Tan, Keith Payne, VC,
OAM and Ben Roberts-Smith, VC, MG as well as many members of 6 RAR and the general public.
The proceedings were kicked off by the Town Cryer in period uniform and Ben Roberts-Smith
firing a cannon down the alleyway. If you are ever in Maryborough the museum is well worth
checking out. It is without doubt one of the finest privately owned museums of its type in
Australia and has an extensive Long Tan section.

And of course we have just had Anzac Day. We were very honoured this year to have many of the family members of
those four 6 RAR soldiers who were killed in Afghanistan last year join us throughout the day. Anzac day for us started
with an emotional Dawn Service at the 6 RAR Memorial where plaques were unveiled for our four soldiers and their two
mates from 2" Combat Engineer Regiment who also died in Afghanistan while serving with 6 RAR, as MTF-1.

It was then into Brisbane for the march. As far as numbers go, most of the contingents were well down on previous
years, but the crowds were huge. The 6 RAR Association marched with about 90 members. It was great to see so many
veterans of recent conflicts marching with us this year. The NOK of our four soldiers marched at the head of our
association and received huge support from the spectators.

Then it was back to Enoggera to the RAR National Memorial Walk, where trees were dedicated by our Padre Brenton
Fry, and plaques were unveiled by the families. Then it was back to the old 6 RAR Sergeants Mess for drinks and a B-B-
Q, sadly for the last time as the building is soon to be demolished. It was a big day and an outstanding success thanks
to 6 RAR, the NOK Host Officers and everyone who helped make it all happen. DVDs of Anzac Day, produced by Leesa
Williamson, our Publicity Officer, are now available through the 6 RAR Association for the cost of a donation.

Coming up over the next few months we have the battalion birthday. Not much happening this year with most of
the battalion being away, so this year will be low key. In August however, we have a big Long Tan Day being planned.
This year will be the 45" anniversary of the battle and lots of stuff is being planned. Details are still being worked out,
but there will be a battalion parade, with 6 RAR and the Long Tan veterans finally being presented with the Unit Citation
for Gallantry. This citation was approved about two years ago, but due to Government burcracy, the presentation of
the award has still not happened.

There are also a number of other activities planned for that time and | understand Graham Smith will be outlining
them elsewhere in this issue of Stand To.

On to other matters, you will read about the Long Tan Chopper in a separate article in this issue. This is a work in
progress and is shaping up to be a historic event in our 6 RAR history.

One of our members, Cyril Emery in Perth, has sent us a solid sterling silver Gallipoli medallion that he has asked us
to pass on to Noah Jared MacKinney, our Regimental Grandson, as a keepsake. That has been done Cyril.  Cyril has
also sent us a $100 donation for Queensland flood victims and a set of sterling silver Australian Peacekeepers medallions
in a presentation case. Cyrilodés intent is that we
appropriate. Thanks Cyril, it &idtheanextissmee gest ur e. We |

Tex Howarth

|
RAR National Memorial Franki e havabibgeas reyer) for Spike Jones, MM remembers his mates at
Plaque to Pte Grant Kirby,  her late brother Doug Salveron, KIA at the the Operation Bribie Memorial Service
KIA Afghanistan Battle of Long Tan
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C Company Luncheon

invited to attend lunch at the Volunteer Marine

Rescue Base, Muriel Henchman Drive, Main
Beach, Gold Coast on Thursday, 26 May 2011
commencing at 10.00am with a barbecue lunch from
midday. Rides in a Marine Rescue boat will be available
before lunch for those interested. Cost of the barbecue
will be $15.00 per person and drinks are available for
purchase at the bar.

Please contact Merv Handley 5537 7780 or Peter
McFarlane 3397 7462 if you are attending by Thursday,
19 May 2011 as Merv will need to know for catering
purposes.

&
| Vale
STAND TO
N EE DS YO UI Herbert George Zeller

. FO Party attached to B Coy, Vietnam, 1966/67
8 February 2011

n Il members of C Company, past and present, are

Subscribe now - $60

for four copies per Roydon Woods
year, for four years. A Coy
This is great value. 19 February 2011
Stay in touch with e ey
your mates and t.he. C Coy, Vietnam, 1966/67
6 RAR Association 10 February 2011
by subscribing to
6Stand Tobd. Simply fild]l oL Brian Halls
14 and return it to the Secretary with your Long Tan Veteran
payment. Served for 35 years
SUBSCRIBE NOW! 18 February 2011

Arthur Phillip (Ziggy) Sinclair
6 RAR, Vietnam,1967

24 March 2011
OPERATION BRIBIE COMMEMORATION 2012
David Abel

Dave Thomas, Coordinator of the remembrance service A Coy, Singapore, 1971/72
commemorating the 45" anniversary of Operation 27 March 2011
Bribie invites present and former members of 6 RAR, i
their spouse or partner, to the commemorative Colin Renehan
activities listed below. A Coy, 1969/70

11 April 2011
Meet and Greet 5pm Thursday 16" February 2012
At Bribie Island Sports Club
Remembrance Service 4pm Friday 17" February 12
At Vietnam Veterans Memorial Park adjacent to Bribie
Island RSL Club.

Sunshine passes
Reunion Dinner  6.30pm Friday 17 February at Bribie Shadows fall
Island RSL A matedbs remembrance

Outlasts all
Enquiries to Dave Thomas on 07 3829 0790 or Mobile
0412 748 347 i email
juliennethomas@powerup.com.au . .
What is the best system of book keeping? Never lend
them
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ANZAC DAY

AROUND THE NATION

SYDNEY

and at times during the morning it rained heavily.

The Regimental Memorial Service was held at
Regimental square in the city and despite the weather
was well attended. Brigadier Paul Sullivan AM, MBE ex
6 RAR opened proceedings with a welcoming
introduction.

Q nzac Day in Sydney was blanketed by rain clouds

Henry Chisholm and lan Mackay ready to step off

The address was given by Brigadier John Frewen,
Chief of Staff, Headquarters Forces Command, and
former CO of 2 RAR. He explained where all the
battalions were located and the training they were
undertaking and future deployments they will
undertake. The Regiment appears to be in good shape.
The Regiment then marched through the city under
their Association banners and despite the threat of rain
we were lucky and remained dry.

Only 30 veterans marched under the 6 RAR banner
and they included lan Mackay, Max Turrell, David
Buckwa lIter, Bill Cox, Gary McMahon, and John
Neervort.

It was a thrill for my youngest son Trevor
Chisholm who joined me in the march (photo below).

NEWCASTLE

wouldn't think he had any after two years with
him in the army!!) to spend Anzac Day in
Newcastle, namely left to right below Tony Wynd (B

Neil Baker (C Coy) invited a few mates (you

Coy), Harry Prosser, John Winstone, Mar k 6 Scr ubd
6Stingi

Minel I, Nei l Baker, I an
Jef f OBl ue 6Gr&hamsltviee whajoined for
the pain to follow!!

We joined the members and their families of Cooks
Hill Surf Life Saving Club for their annual Anzac Day
service and afterwards breakfast. It was a very simple
moving service which also remembered the nine
members who made the ultimate sacrifice in the First
World War. This is the only surf club to erect a
monument to the fallen which was unveiled on 8" June

1918.

We then moved into the CBD for the main march
and fell in behind the Vietham Veterans banner where
we were joined by Peter McNamee and Harry Esler
(D Coy). Peter Doyle (D Coy) was at the service at the
conclusion of the march.

After the march we moved on to South Leagues
Club for refreshments and lunch and some just kept
going like the old days!!

Mark 6Scrubd Minell

BRISBANE

were strongly attended with the service at
Enoggera no exception. The March was held in
bright sunshine with approximately 90 members
forming up behind the 6 RAR Association banner.
It was particularly gratifying to see many younger
veterans join in. Many shared their stories of
operational service in places such as Somalia, Rwanda,

n NZAC Day Dawn Services throughout Brisbane

East Timor, Iraq and Afghanistanwi t h t he 6ol d
bolds6 who took a speci al interest

After the march a reunion was held at 6 RAR which
was well patronised by old blokes and young blokes
alike. In short, it was another good Anzac Day.
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Editor

Geoff 6 D o Jories

Forming up for the Brisbane Anzac Day March. Mike
Angell, Doug Hale, David Hede, Mal Nichol Is, Jim
Nichols, Blue Moore, Terry Armistead and Ow en
Puie are spotted in this photograph.

Catching up at the Brisbane FUP

L to R: John Stasyshyn, Jordan Lovaszy, Steve
Lovaszy and Peter McFarlane

L to R: Peter Fitzgerald, John Wilson and Don

6Bl ueyd Ross

Where Are They Now?
Kevin Dillon (circa 1969-70)

years will remember fondly the various

characters that made up the Assault Pioneer
Platoon. In my experience, they were always unique.
During the battalionds
Pioneers included a Platoon Commander that reflected
the identity of those unpolished diamonds well. | speak
of a young National Serviceman who joined the
battalion after his period of training at the Officer
Training Unit, Scheyville.

M any of us who served in the battalion over the

Smith

Kevin Dillon (L) and Graham

Not having actually been
knew Kevin then, however he, along with Sgt. Alan
Mc Lean, made a big contri
Vietnam war history by way of the original Long Tan
Cross which now resides in Dong Nai War Museum in
Vietnam. As most will know, the Cross is one of only
two memorials to foreign adversaries in Vietnam. After
completing his brief service life, Kevin Dillon continued
his studies and qualified as an architect, later becoming
a contractor. Kevin has six children from two marriages,
one son who now serves in an infantry battalion.

During a recent holiday in Tasmania, Lesley and |
ventured to one of the most pristine areas in Tasmania,
Lake St. Clair. It was here we found Kevin Dillon.
Kevi nds daughter has the |
Lodge and often has Kevin down from his home in
Queensland for visits. What a wonderful location.

Once Kevin and | discovered our mutual
backgrounds we had much to talk about. Like so many
of us, he greatly values his service with the battalion
and would be keen to see any of our members who
may be considering a trip to Tasmania. Kevin runs an
ANZAC Day dawn service on the jetty at Lake St.Clair.

See the photo above of Kevin Dillon (L) and Graham
Smith

Graham Smith

Live today as if it were your last
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Connecting with Families of the Fallen

uring a recent visit to Tasmania | had an
Denjoyable but emotional time with many of the

relatives of 1730993 Pte Albert (Lionel)
McCormack who was tragically killed during the Battle
of Long Tan. Albert was the youngest of four brothers
and two sisters. He had moved from Launceston to
Brisbane for work prior to being called up, hence a
Queensland service number.

Despite some earlier brief contact with the
McCormack family and others, it was not until this visit
that | realised the level of grief and need to understand
that still exists. Al ber
at the time of his funeral and consequently, unable to
attend his funeral. The military cortege however, did
pass by the hospital Al

many years later, still grieving and never having had
closure. | found the remaining brothers were grateful
for any contribution |1 was able to make regarding
circumstances at the time of so many deaths and
particularly Albertéos.

McCormack brothers Eric, Roxley and Pete r with cousin
Tim McCormack and Graham Smith
I 6m sure there are very

who would be grateful for an opportunity to engage
with the former comrades of their loved ones. While it
may be too late for many of those from the Vietnam
era, | would urge the younger members of our
association to make a point
and loved ones of our fallen into the 6 RAR family. You

will not regret your gesture of caring and assisting to
alleviate their grief.

Graham Smith Immediate Past President

DO YOU KNOW ANY ME MBER WHO IS NOT
SUBSCRIBING TO STAND TO?

IF SO, ENCOURAGE HIM TO SUBSCRIBE.

Other than member donations, subscription income is
the only source of funding the Association receives.

Ask your mate to fill out the subscription form on page

14 and send it in to the Secretary with his payment of

$60 to receive four copies of Stand To per year for the
next four years. Now, t hat és great

t 6s

ma nf&;]rd Otf O K44 Trg

6 RAR ASSOCIATION PUBLICITY OFFICER
LEESA WILLIAMSON

31st January 2011, Leesa Williamson was voted

in as the latest member of the committee.
Leesads husband Mar cAssocgtiomn
and served with MTF-1 in Afghanistan last year as a
WO2 with 6 RAR. Marc has now been posted to 8/9
RAR. As an Associate Member of the association,
Leesa now holds the position of Family Liaison Officer
and Publicity Officer.

e FEamil i i son

”arlr;@ Eepwtgeg tht\eN aassgbciailzioln ).famd Iﬁug] %mililes,n talkki]n
to the wives and finding out what we can do for them

Q t the 6 RAR Association committee meeting on

b e rint tlae sttuFﬁ'(aW?hhgdr a very, ss'fr%ng glatign&k;%&wi::

the families during 6 RAR's recen ur of
Afghanistan and | feel we should try continue that
relationship and make us a more family oriented
association in the future.

AsourPubl icity
capture 6 RAROS
the members. While 6 RAR was in Afghanistan, Leesa
produced 11 DVDs of the troops in Afghanistan. These
were all posted on You Tube. Leesa has now produced
a composite DVD of all the 11 DVDs and this can be
purchased from Leesa by anyone who is interested.
The composite DVD runs for about an hour and a
quarter.

Leesa also produced a DVD of the Welcome Home
Parade, which is also for sale. There is no set price for
any of L e e Skedhas jidtVHeen. accepting
donations, which so far have all gone to the EED
Section of the Engineers, for their dogs, in support of
the two Engineers who were killed in action while
serving with 6 RAR. The money Leesa has raised so far
has been quite substantial.

We have now allocated funds for Leesa to buy some
better equipment and her next few assignments for us
will include, Anzac Day, the Dedication Ceremonies at
the 6 RAR memorial, the RAR National Memorial Walk
Af%h@nlst%nuapd Lf)ng Ta}n é)ﬁy
a e Long Tan chopper. You can read about the
Long Tan chopper elsewhere in this edition.

Leesa, congratulations on you new role within the
6 RAR Association. You have done a terrific job so far
8PdwbpBofmlhg that nbiklh our

grow bigger and better.

Oof ficer,

Tex Howarth President

6 RAR DVDs

sale. Our Publicity Officer, Leesa Williamson has

a couple of DVDs that she has already produced
and these can be purchased through the 6 RAR
Association. There is no set price for the DVDs. The
cost is simply a donation to the 6 RAR Association. As
a guide, most people have been donating between $10
and $20 for each DVD.

The t\INO DVDs we have for sale so far are:
ue'!

The 6 RAR Association has a number of DVDs for

v al
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1 SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS OF THE
MTF-1 IN AFGHANISTAN 2010. This
DVD runs for about 80 minutes and is a
composite of 11 shorter DVDs Leesa
produced for You Tube
of Afghanistan.

1 WELCOME HOME PARADE. This DVD

runs for about 20 minutes and covers the
Welcome Home Parade through Brisbane
on 20 Nov 10 and the Family Day at
Enoggera following the parade. The
parade includes troops who recently came
home from Afghanistan, East Timor and the
Solomon Islands. The Family Day activities
include footage of an impromptu touch
football game between members of 6 RAR
and the Brisbane Broncos.
ke t

Anyone who woul d | i o}

should write to:

The Secretary

6 RAR Association

PO Box 225

RED HILL QLD 4059

Tex Howarth

9 SQUADRON RAAF
6LONG TANO6 GHODRPER

Branch bought a helicopter that has been sitting
in Nyngan (Central NSW) for about 20 years. It
seems the chopper was given to the community after

n bout 18 months ago, the Caloundra RSL Sub-

the armyods invol vement of f
time.

It would seem also that this chopper has a very
historic rolein 6 RARO6s history. Wi

A2-1022, this was the same helicopter that dropped
ammunition to D Coy during the battle of Long Tan.

After crashing a few times and being rebuilt from
ot her hel i copt empssjite of abous sixn o w
others, but for all intents and purposes, this is THE
ONE.

1022 will be spending itds
on display at the local show towards the end of May
2011, after which the Caboolture RSL Sub-Branch will
be trucking her up to Caloundra. Once in Caloundra,
1022 will be renovated and
permanent home at Caloundra RSL Sub-Branch.

Preliminary work on 1022s final resting place has
already commenced and itods
have a role in the opening of the display further down
the track. Watch this space for further developments.

Leesa Williamson, our Publicity Officer has already
started on a DVD of the event, which will be available
to members in due course.

Tex Howart h

A2-1022

wdntete Vietrars in DuMdD 1966 with No. 9 Sgn,
RAAF, based at Vung Tau and commanded by
Wing Commander Ray Scott.

On 18th Aug 1966 A2-1022, together with A2-1020,
it flew entertainer Col Joye and party to the Task Force
at Nui Dat.

The battle at Long Tan started later that afternoon
just a few kilometers away. After a couple of hours of
fighting D Company 6 Battalion was almost out of
ammunition and at risk of being overun by several
battalions of North Vietnamese and Vietcong. No. 9
Sqn Iroquois loaded with ammunition were despatched
from Nui Dat to relieve the situation.

ﬂ 2-1022 was one of eight B model Iroquois that

a2

| S S ’

1022 is prepared for transfer to Caloundra

p u t A2-3020 flgwn HypFlightyLieutenants; Fragk Rileyhagdy
Bob Grandin and A2-1022 flown by Flight Lieutenants
Cliffe Dohle and Bruce Lane battled torrential rain flying

p &t atrgen Ry level hoyer the hegda Rf thej attacking
Vietcong. They accurately dropped the ammo to the
beleagured D Company. Most of the ammo was on
board 1022 as Flt Lt Riley in 1020 was to make radio
contact and direct 1022 to the drop off. Frank Riley the
flight commander was awarded the DFC.

Nine months later after many operations A2-1022
had an engine failure, crashed and was badly damaged.
It was out of action for months but eventually repaired
by 9 Sgn and was back flying late in 1967.This a very

similar story to 1019 the Aust r al i an War Me m

Stand To i Your 6 RAR Association Newsletter. Recalling and celebrating your service in Australia, Vietnam, Singapore, RCB Malaysia,
East Timor, Timor Leste, Solomon Islands, Iraq and Afghanistan. Duty First.



Stand To i for those who served their country in peace and war in 6 RAR, 6 RAR/NZ,
6" Battalion Group (East Timor) and for their families i in mateship and mutual support.

(AWM) aircraft; they both crashed and were
repaired during 1967. All the B models were replaced
by H models in 1968 and the remaining B models were
0 He r c e chome ltoa5cSkn at Fairbairn to fly on for
many more years.

1022 crashed again in 1984 and was assessed as
damaged beyond repair in May 1984. This aircraft then
went to the radio training base at Ballarat for some
years as a training aid. All of the remaining RAAF B
models (there were originally 24) were written of or
sold to the US by 1990. Around 2003, A2-1020 was
at the RAAF Museum being prepared for display. At the
same time A2-1022, A2-1024 and bits of A2-389 were
also at the museum , | suspect as spare parts for 1020.
Some time after this 1022 went to Nyngan, | have no
idea who painted it in "army colours".

There are still five RAAF B models in Australia.
They are located as follows.

A2- 384 on display RAAF Museum.

A2-1019 on display at the AWM.

A2-1020 on display RAAF Museum

A2-1022 on display at Nyngan, NSW.

A2-1024 on display at the SAS base, Swanbourne, WA.
Tex Howarth

CONGRATULATIONS RSM

President of 6 RAR Association at the time, | was

invited by the C Coy blokes to attend their annual
reunion dinner at Wagga Wagga. As part of the
weekend's festivities, we all went to Kapooka for a look
around and a luncheon. Being C Coy veterans, the
group was hosted on the day by the CSM C Coy, 1 RTB,
WO2 Trudi Casey.

n bout six or seven years ago in my capacity as

oy March 12, 2001

MOgh standaes: WO Ty Cay I Kaponay Bt Werais FSM D0l Mys gorder I8 et srymrsant” b
e 2aa

Well, Trudi has now become the first female RSM of
1RTB. On behalf of the 6 RAR Association, | would like
to offer our most sincere congratulations to Trudi on
her achievement.
Tex Howarth Photo courtesy of Army Newspaper
March 17, 2011

The boy stood on the burning deck
Whence all but he had fled;
The flamet hat | it the battl eds

Book Release T 6 THE TENTHOG

issue of Stand To to include an announcement

regarding the publishing of my book called 7he
Tenth. Yes, | know - another book. This book is unlike
any other book | have seen over the past 30 years. It
comprises recollections and memories of all things
Army right from recruit training through to Vietnam and
beyond.

Obviously it is centred around 6RAR and more
particularly Anti Tank Platoon [Tracker dogs] however,
it is a book containing many funny and some serious
stories that every infantry soldier would relate to during
his time in the Army.

A foreword to The Tenth is written by former 6 RAR
Commanding Officer, Major General David Butler, and
the introduction is provided by Brigadier George
Mansford.

I am not using any of the big publishing houses as
it is cost prohibitive and | would need to sell about
1,000 copies to break even. I am using a former
journalist and editor from Victoria who only publishes
books in small numbers. This is definitely not a money
making exercise. The retired editor successfully
published my first book in February 2011.

Would the following suffice to appear in Stand To :

" After 10 years of research Richard [Dick] Barry has
finally completed his manuscript called 7he Tenth. The
book will contain about 500/600 pages [depending on
format] and will contain around 300 photographs and
images - colour and black & white. Even though it is
written around the 10th intake Nashos it relates directly
to all grunts that served in 6RAR. Many people will see
their names crop up and it will be a book that everyone
and their extended family will treasure as a souvenir. |
think most of Dick's activities in the Army will resonate
with all of you and bring back many memories.

To keep the initial outlay to a minimum only 30
copies will be printed in the first print run. The cost will
be around $65 plus $10 to cover postage and
packaging. At this stage Dick is trying to ascertain how
many people would like a copy and in this regard he
can be contacted on 02 6792 3114 or
richyvon@hotmail.com or PO Box 43, Narrabri NSW
2390. Dick's first book about his boarding school days
was successfully published in February 2011."

If | can get people to contact me requesting a copy
then | can instruct the publisher accordingly with
regard to numbers to print on the first run.

On another small matter - do you know if anyone
has documented the various names of all the Company
Boozers in Nui Dat? For example | remember Support
Company was "The Stagger Inn" and there was "The

Seldom Inn".

I am wondering if you could find space in the May

Dick Barry Narrabri, NSW

wr éherg is nothing so likely to produce peace as to be

Shone round him oder the deadwell prepared to meet an enemy. George

Casabianca

Washington first President of the US
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Awards scheme changes offer more
options for recognition

By Tracey Hansell

THE recognition of Defence members who perform
specific acts of bravery or provide exceptional ser-
vice will be covered under changes to the awarding
of formal commendations for service.

The changes have introduced an integrated Defence
Commendation Scheme, which includes a jointly
awarded Secretary/CDF Commendation, a Secretary's
Commendation and a separate commendation to be
awarded by non-Service groups and agencies that mir-
rors the existing gold, silver and bronze commendations
of the armed services.

The new scheme has been introduced to formally
recognise outstanding and exceptional achievements or
specific acts of bravery for which the Australian system
of honours and awards is not an appropriate medium of
recognition.

Under the scheme, commendations may be awarded
to individuals or collectively to a group, unit or team.
Individual commendations will comprise a commenda-
tion certificate and badge while group, unit and team
commendations will comprise a certificate only - no
badge will be issued.

The Secretary, CDF or three-star/SES Band 3 offic-
ers are the only people authorised to award group com-
mendations.

Under the new scheme, the Secretary and the CDF
may award commendations either separately or jointly.
Recipients of a joint commendation will be presented
with a certificate signed by the Secretary and the CDF
and a joint commendation badge.

Continuing the present system, gold, silver and
bronze commendations will be awarded for all other
individual commendations within the groups and ser-
vices.

The bronze level commendation will be awarded for
high or noteworthy achievement, silver for excellent
achievement and gold for superior achievement.

Nominations are to be completed using Form
ADI112 — Nomination for Defence Commendation for
Service, which can be found on the Defence Intranet
Web Forms System. All nominations are to be submit-
ted through the member’s respective chain of command
to the appropriate awarding authority,

The policy for the new scheme is detailed in Interim Policy
Defgram No. 412010,

Story courtesy of the Army Newspaper, march 3, 2011

My heroes. Ben Roberts -Smith VC, MG and Buddy
Lea chatting at Maryborough in March 2011. Ed.
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he poem Casabianca commemorates an actual

Tincident that occurred in 1798 during the Battle of

the Nile aboard the French ship Orient. The young

son Giocante (his age is variously given as ten, twelve

and thirteen) of commander Louis de Casabianca

remained at his post and perished when the flames

caused the magazine to explode. There has been many

parodies of this verse, some of which we have all
heard, but it is this that stirs our blood.

CASABIANCA

The boy stood on the burning deck
Whence all but he had fled;

The flame that lit the battle's wreck
Shone round him o'er the dead.

Yet beautiful and bright he stood,
As born to rule the storm;

A creature of heroic blood,

A proud, though childlike form.

The flames roll'd on...he would not go
Without his father's word;

That father, faint in death below,

His voice no longer heard.

He call'd aloud..."Say, father,say
If yet my task is done!"

He knew not that the chieftain lay
Unconscious of his son.

"Speak, father!" once again he cried
"If I may yet be gone!"

And but the booming shots replied,
And fast the flames roll'd on.

Upon his brow he felt their breath,

And in his waving hair,

And looked from that lone post of death,
In still yet brave despair;

And shouted but one more aloud,

"My father, must | stay?"

While o'er him fast, through sail and shroud
The wreathing fires made way,

They wrapt the ship in splendour wild,
They caught the flag on high,

And stream'd above the gallant child,
Like banners in the sky.

There came a burst of thunder sound...
The boy-oh! where was he?

Ask of the winds that far around

With fragments strewed the sea.

With mast, and helm, and pennon fair,
That well had borne their part;

But the noblest thing which perished there
Was that young faithful heart.

A good newspaper is a nation talking to itself. Arthur Miller
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6 RAR Association SYDNEY Luncheon

6 RAR Association is holding a luncheon at the
NSW Leagues Club, Phillip Street, Sydney
on Monday 25" July, 2011 .

Members and their spouses/partners are cordially
invited to attend this landmark event.

For further details contactJ e f f 060 Bl ued

02 9820 4000 or 0419 461 854

The 521 Fallen Australians T Vietham Research
by Barry Hampson

recorded on the Australian War Memorial Honour
Roll as having lost their lives as a result of
Australiads invol vement
arguably in Australiads

There are 521 Australian Service personnel

Each of these 521 Australians has a story that needs to
be recorded, before it is too late, their lives before they
entered the military, their military service and how they
lost (their sacrifice) their lives.  Coupled with their
story, is the story of how their death effected and
continues to affect their families, friends and the mates
they served with, which also needs to be recorded.

I have started researching each of the 521 to produce a
book honouring and documenting their lives, how each
touched those around them, how they lost their life and
the affect that their loss on their family, friends and the
mates they served with.

My reason for writing this book is because | want to
ensure that current and future generations remember
them, remember the sacrifice they made and how their
loss effected and continue to affect their families,
friends and the mates they served with.

Additionally, as part of my research for my book | am
trying to visit the final resting places of those who paid
the ultimate sacrifice in the Vietnam Conflict; to place a
flag and poppy at their final resting place as a mark of
respect.

To assist me in this endeavour | would like to talk to
and interview anyone who served with any of the 521
Australians; this includes members of their families and
friends. Please contact me directly via
bazz662@bigpond.com _ or via the contact page

on my webpage www.barryhampson.com or my

mobile 0424 750 943. Anyone interviewed will be
asked to elect whether they are happy to be quoted as
a source of information in the book or remain totally
anonymous.

A bit about myself, | have a military background having
enlisted in the Australian Regular Army in 1980, as a
Private, serving 23 plus year and working my way
through the ranks. When | enlisted in the Army the

n t he Vi
mo st
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majority of my Corporals, Sergeants, etc were Vietnam
Veterans. Additionally, my father is a Vietnam Veteran
having served with 1% Battalion Group in 1965-66; as
such | hold those who have served in Vietnam with the
utmost respect. For myself, | have served overseas in
the Middle East and East Timor.

I am a member of the following historical associations:

Professional Historians Association
(www.historians.org.au).

The association represents qualified historians
who are  professionally employed or
F 0 s tednfnissiénéd to undertake historical work.

Australian Historical Association
(www.theaha.org.au).

The association was founded in 1973 and it is a
national organisation of historians, academic,
professional and others working in all fields of
history.

Oral History Association of Australia

(www.ohaa.net.au). )
et nam Conflict,

c ofRet asspaiafiop uwas fownged |in d978. Its
objectives are to promote the practice and
methods of oral history, to educate in the use
of oral history methods, to encourage
discussions on all aspects of history and to
foster the preservation of oral history records.

If required, I am happy to provide additional
information to anyone who requires it, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Barry Hampson 0424 750 943

LONG TAN BRIDGE

he photo below is of a bridge on the new
TNorthern Expressway out of Adelaide. They have
named the bridges after various battles including
Hamel 1918, Kokoda and also Kapyong. The first bridge
coming from the North is Long Tan so | hope these
photos give some indication of the dedication given to
memory of the battle of Long Tan.
I do not have access to the editor of Stand To so |
would appreciate it if someone could pass the photo on.

lain Seabrook
iseabrook@seabrookwineexports.com.au
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Long Tan Day 2011 - 18 August
45" Anniversary

be commemorated in Brishane at Gallipoli

Barracks, Enoggera on the 18" August 2011. The
parade will commence at approximately 0930 hrs and
finish no later than 1200 hrs. All former members of 6
RAR are invited to attend.

The commemoration will take place with a Vice
Regal Presence as a Trooping of the Colours with
surviving members of D Coy 18" August 1966 being
invited to march through the ranks of the Battalion
behind the escort company, D Coy 2011.

On 31° March 2010 it was gazetted that D Coy 1966
be honoured with the Australian unit award, the Unit
Citation for Gallantry (UCG). That award will be
officially presented at this parade as follows.

The 45th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan will

The Battalion will march past in slow and quick
time and Advance in Review Order. The Colours will be
marched forward and the Governor General will present
to the original Company Commander, LTCOL Harry
Smith, SG (Retd) the UCG
Smith will then attach the streamer to the Regimental
Colour. The GG will then be asked to present entitled D
Coy 1966 members with the individual emblem of the
UCG including Federation Star. (Pictured)

As a unit citation, the UCG will in future be worn by
all members of D Coy whilst they serve in D Coy.

Long Tan 45™ anniversary commemorations will also
include a Regimental Dinner to which the Battalion
Of ficers and Senior NCOOb s,
of-kin (or representative) will be invited. (Note: Entitled
recipients are those combatants of the Battle of Long
Tan currently entitled to wear the U.S. Presidential Unit
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Citation.) This event will be held on 16" August at the
Gallipoli Barracks Combined Mess.

The Long Tan Veterans Association are also
organizing a Reunion Dinner for all D Coy 1966-67
members and representation from members of A, and B
Coy 6 RAR, plus other arms (Artillery, Cavalry, RAAF,
that participated in support of D Coy at Long Tan. For
further details of this latter event, please contact John
Heslewood at 7) 3410 7734 or
retiredonbribie@gmail.com .

6 RAR are also in the process of arranging a
Battalion Ball and Cocktail Party which will be held in
the evening of the 18™ August at the Brishane
Convention Centre. At time of writing, further details
are not known however it is understood that present
and past members are eligible while limited tickets are
available. Please check our website at
www.6rarassociation.com/noticeboard.htm closer to the
event.

Graham Smith

A Sol dierdés View of the

The Story of V4

The following link takes you to the transaction site for
the book. www.asoldiersview.co.nz

A SOLDIER'S VIEW

OF THE VIETNAM WAR

6Long Itds ndr ¢littde keta pokia the first oflitCkd

and hopefully, seen as well worth waiting for.

On behalf of the soldiers of V4 and "The V4 Family"
I invite you to consider its premium value as a gift or
informative addition to a book collection.
It has 335 pages, 232 photographs, A4, hard cover,
fully indexed and professionally published.
It was written by men of V4 and is priced at $69.95 +
P&P being set to ensure it's widest availability.

U C G We hopd ypui erjay reading of dur jbumey. n e x t

Gordon Benfell , Section Commander, 3 Sect 1PI
V4 Coy, V Coy 6RAR/NZ (Anzac) Bn, 02 7455 5539
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Victor 3 Reunion 2011
The following emails were exchanged across the ditch

Morning Tex Howarth, My name is Micheal Rarere
and | 6 an the committee of the Greymouth RSA. |
believe you know our new president Don Stewart,
"Kiwi" as you may know him. He has been on to me to
tell you about the Victor 3 Vietnam Reunion here in
Greymouth on the Queens Birthday weekend June 3rd -
June 6th. We have the NZ Army Band coming over to
play, just how many is unknown but they are coming.
Also a 4 RAR tracker, unsure of his name at moment,
last name Wood. Ray Townsend is representing 9 Sgn
and laying a wreath for Queensland RSL.

If you are interested please let me know, as well as
numbers. | know it& only nine weeks out but have only
just got a copy of the last contact mag with your details
and Don kept on losing mine to get to you.

Micheal Rarere
G'day Michael

It's great to hear from you. | have been President of
the 6 RAR Association for the past year and for five
years from 2000 to 2005. In all of that time, | have
often tried to make contact with our V and W Coy
brothers, without much success. | would be very keen
to establish a professional relationship between us guys
and you blokes. Do you have a V Coy Association or
a W Coy Association, or even an RNZIR Association?

I ran across a bloke by the name of Wayne
Alexander a couple of years ago, caravanning around
central Queensland. He is ex W Coy and we keep in
touch, but he hasn't been able to shed any light on any
associations. | don't know whether or not you are
aware, but all you Kiwis who served with 6 RAR/NZ
(ANZAC) Battalion are entitled to join the 6 RAR
Association as full members.

It's all about fostering the camaraderie from years
ago. It costs nothing to join and your details go on our
data base. It's a good way to help track down old
mates. The only cost is if you subscribe to our
newsletter or buy memorabilia. Application forms can
be found on our website www.6rarassociation.com

Mate, | won't be able to get over to NZ for your
reunion. We have some big stuff happening here on
the same weekend, but I will put your message in our
newsletter and see if we can get a few bites.

Now that | am aware that you have reunions, | will
try and make the effort to get there some time in the
future. | will forward this email on to Kevin Knowles
and Bill Mclvor. They were the V Coy and W Coy Int
Reps for V and W Coys respectively in Vietham. They
might be interested.

And yes, | remember Kiwi Stewart very well.
Strange to hear of a Kiwi with a nickname "Kiwi".
Please say G'day for me.

Tex Howarth
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GOT ASTORY TO TELLT APHOTO TO SHARE?

SHOOT IT IN
TO STAND TO

When we lose a friend we die a little. Edgar W. Howe ,
American writer 1853-1937

Photo roundup

Wwa
JOLOMOY 18
APGIANTY AN

Gus Guthrie carrying the flag on Anzac Day. Beckie
McKinney widow of Pte Jared Mac Kinney who was killed in
action in Afghanistan is seen at the front right of marchers

Paul Boyns addresses the assembly at the Op Bribie service

Harry Smith  having fun at at Maryborough
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6 RAR Association mid -term REUNION i 14 to 16 September 2012
Perth T Western Australia

General Meeting Speed Cody proposed that a
mid-term reunion be held in Perth. The proposal
was carried by acclamation.

Since returning home to Perth Speed has not let any
grass grow under his feet with his industrious work to
establish the basis for the reunion. More information
will be provided in future editions of Stand To as
planning progresses. In the meantime, you may care to
plan your Perth holiday around 14-16 September 2012.

Members will recall that at the 2010 (reunion)

2012 PERTH REUNION

Date: 14 1 16 September 2012
Venue: To be confirmed
Activity: Two proposals yet to be confirmed.

1. Meet and Greet, Dinner and BBQ
2. Meet and Greet, Dinner, river
cruise to the wineries.

This is a great opportunity to see Perth with the added
bonus that you will be with your mates. September is a
wonderful time to see the West; the climate is dry and

temperate and the wildflowers are in bloom.

Listed below are hotels and caravan parks which are
reasonably priced and centrally located.

Prices indicated are full rates if you check with these
premises or look on the internet they have special
rates. There is a list of many more hotels and motels on
wotif.com.au

HOTELS

Discovery Holiday Park = ****
186 Hale Rd, Forrestfield WA
Free Call 1800 626 677

5 berth villa $170 p/n
Verandah Apartments  (self catering) ****
6 Antonas Rd, Northbridge WA
$340 p/n

Above Bored B& B ****

14 Northam St, North Perth WA
Ph. 08 9444 5455

$180 p/n

Assured Waterside Apartments

29 Melville Parade, South Perth WA
Free Call 1800 616 777 Ph. 08 9474 4474
$217 p/n

(self catering)****

Ocean Beach Hotel = ****

Marine Parade, Cottesloe WA

Ph. 08 9384 2555

$150p/n

City Stay Apartment Hotel Fhk
875 Wellington St, West Perth WA
Free Call 1800 819 191 Ph. 08 9215 1515
$145 p/n

Indian Ocean Hotel ~ ***

27 Hastings St, Scarborough WA
Ph. 08 9341 1122

$120 p/n

CARAVAN PARKS

Discovery Holiday Park = ****

186 Hale Rd. Forrestfield WA

Free Call 1800 626 677

$195 p/n

Karrinyup Waters Resort =~ ****

467 North Beach Rd, Gwelup WA

Ph. 08 9447 6665

$150 p/n

Woodman Point Holiday Park ek

132 Cockman Rd, Munster

Free Call 1800 244 133 Ph. 08 9434 1433
$156 p/n

Perth Vineyards Holiday Park Frkx

91 Benara Rd, Caversham WA

Free Call 1800 679 992 Ph. 08 9377 4599
$99 p/n

Coogee Beach Holiday Park ****

3 Powell Rd, Coogee WA

Free Call 1800 817 016 Ph. 08 9418 1810
$129

PERTH 2012 0 see you there !

Subscribe to Stand To - $60 for 4 years
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The Secretary
6 RAR Association

PO Box 225
RED HILL QLD 4059 a n O
Subscribe to your Newsletter today

I wish to subscribe to STAND TO until June 2015 (four (4) issues per year) $ 60.00

and also make a donation to help defray &dmi.nistration

Total $.veveveinns
|::> Please complete the section below so we can record your details
NAME: éééééecéécéeéeééecéeécéecéeéécéeéeceéeéecéeéeéecéeéec
Surname Given names
WI FE or PARTNERS NAME: éécéécééecécéééééécééecécééecéecéecte
ADDRESS: ¢€éééééécéécécééecécéecécéececéecéécéeééecécéeceéeceéc

POST CODE: HOMEE HONE: ééééééééééé MOBILE: ééééééé.

Emai | Addr ess: eéééééeeccecceéécéeeecececeéeeeeeeecececeeeeeeecece

Do you agree to receiving Association emails considered of interest to our members? I:I I:I

YES NO
YEARS OF SERVICEwWith6 RARééééééééééé. COMPANY YOU MOST I DENTI FY
(eg. 1999-2005) (One only)
DEPLOYMENTS | F ANY: 6éééeé. ééeéécéeeeeeeeccceeeeeceee.
:: (eg. East Timor, Iraq, Solomons, Singapore, Vietnam, Afghanistan etc)

Herewith | have  enclosed a cheque/money order in the amount of $
please debit this amount to my Credit Card as follows: -
Note: 2% surcharge to cover bank costs will be added when processing

(tick appropriate box) Mastercard Bankcard Visa

Card No: -

Expiry date

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

NameonCard: ééééééééécééeééééeceécéeééééeceeceééeceeéeéecéeecee.

Card holders Signature: ééééééécéééééecééeécéeécééeeéceé
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